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DEDICATION O F JESSE FELL MEMORIAL GATEWA Y
JUNE 5. 1916
The following words of welcome were extended by Col. D. C. Smith. president of the day.

Fellow Citizens :
Th e large numbers in which yon have gathered here this afternoon
in memory of Jesse \•\/. Fell, who m ore than a quarter of a century
ago passed into the "quiet haven of us all." testify, as words cannot,
that he was far m.orc than an ordinary m an.

And the fact that his many friends throughout the state and elsewhere, through the signal aid of the \/','omen's Improvement League of
Normal, have caused to be erected the "Jesse \Iv. Fell Memorial Gateway" that we have met to dedicate, is evidence of their abiding love
for his memory a nd their continued gratitude for his simple, earnest
life, of which we shall presently hear from some who knew him best.

THE DEBT OF NORMAL UNIVERSITY TO JESSE W. FELL
DAVID FELMLEY
It is always an interesting study to trace the influence of early environment upon the subsequent careers of notable men an<\ women,
for we usually find that the associations, the interests, and the activities of youth and early manhood determine the t rend of one's entire
life.
In the opinion of many American writers, the best body of immigrants from England settled not on the banks of the James nor on
the shores of Massachusetts Bay but in the five southeastern counties
of Pennylvania. It was from this stock that Jesse 'vV. Fell was descended. In early life he showed unusual aptitude for study so his
parents sent him to the best schools available. After reaching the
age of eighteen he taught school for two years, then turned his attention to law, studying for two years with a law firm at Steubenville,
Ohio. This firm offered him a partnership, hut he had heard wonderful stories o f t he fertility and beauty of Central Illinois. In the
fall of 1832, with carpetbag and walking stick, he came into the little
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village bui lt in the hazel brush that skirted the northern margin of
Blooming Grove and stretched off to the prairie to the north. McLean county was less than two years old, Bloomington scarcely eighteen months. He was Bloomington's first lawyer, but if he had depended upon law alone he would have had little to do. Immigration
' was active, real estate in demand, so we find young Mr. Fell locating
claims, buying lands for his eastern friends, making shrewd investments for himself. On one of his trips to the country in 1833 he
stopped on the ridge now just south of the Alton railroad between
Broadway and f'cll avcn ne. Behind him to the south and southwest
lay Blooming Grove and Major's Grove,. To the west, north, and east
lay the billowy swell of the prairie, not a tree in sight, hardly a settler's cabin. Herc, he said to his companion, some clay I shall build
my home.
Lands rose rapidly in value. J 11 1836 he was already esteemed a
wealthy man. Then came the crash of 1837 with failure an•.! bankruptcy in its train. The real estate business was dead. Mr. Fdl r~sumed his law practice for a few years, but in 1844 h e definitely and
finally abandoned it. There is no doubt that with his industry, his
clearness of vision, and his rare powers of persuasion he would have
made a success of t he law, but it was altogether too narrow a field
for him. It is an old maxim that the law is a jealous mistress. H e who
is to attain a high place in this profession early learns that it is not
conducive to the development of many of the finer qualities of the
human soul. Jesse f'ell preferred to do thin gs, to mold the physical
world, to civilize this raw country, to convert the wilderness and the
prairie into the garden and the city and to a id in developing the intellectual and social life that arc the chief elements of civilization.
Jn 1851 began the most active period of his li fe. The Pcc!eral lan d
grant had been made for the Illin ois Central Railroad, but the location
of the road had n ot been finally established. A powerful faction
was determined to carry the road nol directly north fr om Cairo to
LaSalle, but to carry it from Vandalia to the northwest through
Springfield and Peoria to Galena. General Gridley was t hen the
state senator. It was through h is efforts and f'ell's that the final
location of the road was made t hrough Decatur, Clinton, and Bloomingto n. After May, 1853, trains were running regularly through
Bloomington.
Meanwhile the Chicago and Alton railroad was creeping up from
the southwest. Mr. Fell was an intimate friend of E . P. Morgan, the
chief engineer of the road, and of Mr. Blackstone, its president and
chief operator. He helped secure the rig ht-of-way from Bloomington
to Chicago and laid out Pontiac, Dwight, and other towns.
Early in 1854 it was definitely settled that the route through Bloomington should be half a mile to the west of the p ublic square and that
the crossing point should he two miles to the north. This distance
made it possible to locate a new town at the junction. So M r. Pell
immediately bought a large tract of land aroun d the intersection and
began to lay it off in city blocks.
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1n 1856 he began the erection o f his residence on the site that he
h ad selected twenty-two years before, the house now standing on th e
southeast corner of I rving and Fell avenue a nd occupied by Mrs. J. VI'.
H eckethorn. There was t hen only o ne house within the present
limit s of Normal, th e cottage occupied by the station agent. Mr. McCambridge.
From the first Mr. Fell ha d planned to make something more of
North Bloomington t han the ordinary prairie village. He wished to
bu ild a town that would be noted fo r its morality, sobriety, and good
society, and was a lready planning the establishment of a college or
seminary of learning, when in 1857 the legislature passed the Act establish ing the N ormal U niversity.
A lthough occasional suggestions of a normal school fo r I llin ois
were made from time to time in newspaper articles and addresses
after the found ing of the firs t Massachusetts Norma l Schools in 1839,
it was n ot until 1854 that an organized movement really began. At
the second meeting of t he State Teachers Association held at Peoria
in 1854, the pro position was made to u·se t he College and Seminary
funds, about $216,000, ly ing idle in the state treasury, for found ing a
no rmal school.
There were two counter propositions. One by Jonathan Turner to
use the funds for an Industrial University; t he other by the old college men who fea red a divorce between religion and education to distribute the funds among existin g denominational colleges. Mr. Fell
was with Turner in the early stages of the discussion, for he w as a
life-long advocate of vocational a nd industrial educatio n, but his experience as a teacher and school official brought him in 1856 and Turner also to the support of the no rmal school, and the bill creating this
institution became a law on F ebruary 18, 1857. The Board was authorized to fix the permanent location of said Normal Un iversity at the
place where th e most favorable inducements were offered.
Mr. Fell began at once to seci:re subscriptions of land and money
to induce the Board to fix the location at North Bloomington. H e
pleaded, argued, persuaded. If we can believe contemporary accounts
he soon had Bloomington as th oroughly aroused as Chicago seems to
be on the "preparedness" proposition. On April 8, 1857, appeared in
the Bloomington Pantagraph:
"The advantag es to be conferred by such an institution upon the
place of its location are too ob vious to need enlarging upon. Richly
endowed from a government fund, collecting within its walls every
year the flower of the yout h o f every part of the state, and organized
with a full corps o f the ablest instructors, the Normal University will
doubtless take rank a mong the noblest institutions of learning in the
country, and g ive to th e town which contains it a degr ee o f prominence at home and abroad scarcely second to that enjoyed by the state
capital itself."
To the individual subscriptions of land and money the county com-
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missioners were induced to add $70,000 of the fund derived from the
sale of swamp lands. The subscription totalled:
Swamp lands . ............... .-............... $70,000
Other lands . . . . .
. .. . . . .. ..•.. ... . . . . .... 38,000
Cash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . .
. . 33,725
$141,725
In a ll ......................... .
Jesse Fell's subscription of $9,000 was the largest single subscript ion from cash subscribers.
\ •Vhen the b ids were o pened Bloomington's total was so far above
Peoria's the Board of Education agreed to locate the institution in
Bloomington, provided that suitable security should he g iven to guar-

antee the swamp land funds. Abraham Lincoln drew up the bond, and
Jesse Fell and his brother, Kersey Fell, lwaded the list of bondsmen
Thus was secured for McLean county the State Normal University.
\ •V ith the location of the Normal U niversity on May 7, 1857, t he troubles of the Boar d had just begun . George 1·. Randall, of Chicago, was
secured as architect, the main buil ding planned, the contract let for
~83,000, and work ;tarted. By fall the foundat io n was up. Then burst
th e fina n cial pan ic of 1857 and progress was stopped for e ighteen
months. Almost every innk in the state suspended payment. Central
Illinois was hit very hard. Money could not be had, the re was no
market for the swamp lands whose sale was to provide fu nds for the
building. T he wealthiest an d most e minent of all the subscri bers declared that he would not pay his subscription until the building was
finished, that is, until it ·was no longer needed. 'f'herc were trying
t imes. P resident C. E . Hovey, charged by the Board with the duty of
realizing upon the subscription, was aided at every turn by Jesse W .
Fell. The building was completed in 1861, though with serio us shrinkage in some of the subscriptions. The legislature came to the rescue
with two appropriatio ns aggregating $100,000 to lift the mortgage and
complete the furn ishing and equipment of the institution.
- In 1858 the name of the settlement at the junction was changed
from North Bloomington to Nor mal. In 1867 when the population had
grown to several hundred Mr. Fell secured from the legislature a
special c harter unde r which the town is now governed. It r,rovides that
n o intoxicating liquors shall ever be sold within its borders. In fact
Mr. Fell had previous ly proYicled in many title deeds for lots that no
liquor should eve r be sold upon the premises. It is notable t hat t he
petition to the legislature for the prohibition clause was signed by
every man, woman, and child in Normal over six years o f age.

By this provision of the cha rter many desirable citizens have been
attracted to Normal. Parents have felt that the absence of the saloons,
of the pool rooms that accompany them, of the undesirable cit izens
that so frequently haunt them, make Normal a much safer place
of residence for their sons and daughters while off at school.
Tn his boyhood Mr. Fell had as a teacher J oshua Hooper, a famous
sch oolmaster of Chestrr county, Pennsylvania, o ne of the best botanists of his clay. Jesse Fell was more than a pupil. H_e became a companion of his master, a11CI under him developed a life-long interest
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in trees and flowers. It was in the early forties that Mr. Fell began
to manifest his passion for tree planting. A year spent on the open
prairie northeast of Bloomington probably hastened the conviction
that nothing was more necessary to the taming of the prairie than to
plant it with trees. At first the black locust, with is rapid growh and
d urable wood, finely adapted for fe ncing, attracted his attention.
\,Vhen the borers attacked the young locust groves, he tried other
trees in our prairie soils, hard and soft 1naples, ash and American and

British elm, linde n, catalpa speciosa, tulip tree, Eur o pean larch.
and many evergreens were planted in great numbers hy hi111.

It is

said that 13,000 trees had been planted by him along the streets of
Tormal a nd i11 the gronnds about his residence whc11 there were
still hardly a dozen houses in the prese nt town. He brought t o
B loomington Mann, Overman, Phoen ix, and otl11;::r rnen who made
Bloomington one of the largest nursery centers in the country.

Furthers the Work
In 1867 Mr. Fell was appointed the local member of the Board of
Education, the position no w held by Mr. Capen. He at o nce secur ed
an appropriation of $3500 from the leg islature for the prope r planting
of th e campus, a project that had always been near his heart. \,Villiam Saunders, the foremost land scape gardener of the day, had been
brought o n from Philadelphia eight years before to make a suitable
plan. The planting was done under Mr. Fell's personal management,
many fine trees being transplanted from his

01,,vn

private grounds

known as Fell Park. The original plantings i11 the campus i11cluded
almost every species that would flourish in this soil and climate.
After the losses incident to s torm and sleet, the ravages of borers
and to the removal of trees to make way for new buildings, we sti ll
)me! in 1901, 940 trees of forty-one species. The great s to r m of June 10,
1902, destroyed ma11y of these, but later plantings have mo re than
replaced the losses in numbers and variety.
The six years wh ich Mr. Fell sat upo n the Board of Education
were years of rapid development of the Normal University. Tt was
then everywhere recognized as the leading normal school of the
United States in the extent of its revenue, the value of its b uilding
and grounds, the number of students a11d the ability and reputation o f
its faculty.
The Home and School
In 1865 J esse Fell headed a movement to establish a home fo r the
orphans of the soldiers of the Civil war. Normal, under his leadersh ip, raised a large subscription and secured the location. This institution has for fifty years served it s purpose in an a dmirable way.
\,Vith the passing of the veterans of the Civil v\/ar, the institution has
been converted into a State Home for dependent children. It must
be a source of gratification to the friends of J esse \,V. Fell that the
two institutions in Normal to which he gave so much are no w brought
into organic union.

Beginni11g with September the school at this H ome will become a
part of the t raining school of the State Normal University.
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T he Man Hims etf

In summing up the services of Jesse W. Fell to the Normal University we do not forget that the best part o f it has not yet been told.
In viewing this memorial that his friends have erected we are n ot
unmindful that its highest values arc not those of the mason or of
the brass founder, nor are they to be found in the taste and skill of
the architect who plans the work, or of the artists who have designed
the bronzes. They are to be found in the char acter of the man whose
name this n1e111orial bears and whose services it commemorates.
The character of a peop le is measured by the type of man it honors.
Every country has its heroes who embody the national ideals, every
town its distinguished citizens who, through personal excellence and
public service, win universal esteem and are held in memory long
after they are passed away. Normal is singulariy fortu nate in the man
who, by common accord, is ranked as its founder and most distinguished citizen. As a frie nd he was loyal, true, self-sacrificing, a nd
obliging. But his love did not stop with the companion into whose
eyes he might loo k o r whose hand he mig ht g rasp. Tl,e br eadth oi
his sympathy and affection embraced men of all faiths, of all races,
and oi generations yet unborn. As a man of Quaker birth and breeding he loved and practiced the arts of peace. As a lawyer he was a
potent force in the political life of the state. As a promoter of railr oad building he took a n active part in the industrial development of
the state. When the steady encroachment of the slave power made it
clear to every lover of human liberty that the friends of freedom
must stand t ogether, he was a leader in the formation of the Republican party. He saw the greatness of Lincoln and was most zealous in
securing his n omination for the presidency. He was a lover of trees
ancl plant ed them by the thousand. He valued education and with
characteristic energy persuaded t he people of McLean county by
generous subscriptions of land and money to estab lish the State Normal U n ive rsity within its borders. He saw the degradation wrought
by alcohol a n d secured fo r his new town a charter tha t forever forb ids
the sale o f in toxicants within its borders.
But Jesse Fell was not merely great in the excellence of his character, in his honesty, his unselfishness, his kind heartedHess, his pat6otism as abstract qualities; he ·w as pre-em inently a n1an of action. We
honor him for what he did, both for the kind of ente rprises he undert ook and the spirit in which he wrought. Mr. Fell had fa ith in the
·future. He saw the ·g reat city of Bloomington in t he straggling, unkempt country village o f eighty years ago; he saw in Normal the seat
oi a g reat educational institution; h e saw in Illinois a real empire
state, g reat in its natural r esources, g r eater still in intellectual and
mor a l worth, and he shaped his life in accordance with these visions.
Some men called him visionary. Like all other seers h e merely lived
in advance of his gene ratio n. His only mistakes seemed to have
been in underestimating the amount of t ime needed for the realization of his hopes.
The greatest indebtedness of the Normal University to Jesse Fell
is the example of his life, his character and his worth. It is difficult
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to summarize in a few words the character of Jesse W . Fell. I have
read the estimates placed upon him by more than a score of his contemporaries, the men who knew him well and were abundantly able
to set forth their estimate of his character. T hey all testify to his
superlative worth as a man and as a citizen. Yet it seems that no two
have viewed his life from the same ang l~ nor have caught the same
radiant light from the soul within. His most conspicuous quality
seems to have been his energy. While other men thought a nd planned
and talked, Jesse Fell brought to pass. He possessed a genius for
accomplishment, tireless energy, undaunted courage, and a persistence that was rarely unsuccessful. He was a ho rn le.adcr, skillful in
plan, to organize, to en list aid and sy mpathy, to convince and to persuade, to subdue opposition, to kindle in others the flame of his own
enthusiasm. He was a bori, advocate, skillful yet fa ir to his oppone11ts, 1norc anxious to persuade then'l than to overwhcln1 them.

Others who knew him personally will speak at length of his personal characteristics. For me it is enough to say in closing, that t his
memo rial has been erected in order that we may show to o ur children
and to our children's c hildren the type of man that w e delight to
honor, the citizen of whom we arc justly proud.

PE RSONAL REMINISCENCES
JOHN W. COOK
Memorial structures are the efforts of a grat eful people to celebrate
in imperishable, material the virtues of those who have wrought well
for their kind. They are an endeavor to keep active and beneficent
in the lives of men, those wholesome and r ege neratin g principles that
were the springs of action of the characters in whose honor and whose
memory they are erected.
VVe are here today to g ive 1neaning to this g raceful entrance t0
t hese beautiful grounds. If the words we shall. say could, by some
•art of magician, be an open book for the passer by, its significance
would be for the as piring and sensitiv e mind an e·vangel, for we are
to tell the story of a man whose supreme ambition was to promote
justice throughout the Ian<!. He sought the freed o m of the slave
from the cruel tyranny that gave the lie to our fundamental political
principle. He championed the cause of freedom and toleration in religious belief. H e defended the sacr ed privilege o f freedom of speech
when the cause that he regarded as the noblest in annals of mankind
was attacked. He fought the battle fo r the care o f t he o rpha n o f the
man who had g iven his life for his country. He built about the community of his love the high wall of protectio n a ga inst the tempting
devi l of drink. H e fost e r ed with liberal hand the ins titutio ns that
make for the rule o f r eason in the world. He fou g ht with r e lent less
energy corruptio n in high places and in all places. He sough t no
public recognitio n and aspired to no place of honor. He was content
to fight for the good cause in his own way with no ulterior end to
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s ubserve. S uch a character is rare enough to merit especial recognition and to have dedicated to his memory a perpetual reminder of
his virtues.
Life Full of Incident
Tn anticipation of this event my mind, of late, has been dwelling
with fond recurrence upon its memories of Mr. Fell. Indeed, brief
have been the periods that I have not recalled some fami liar incident
of hi s noble life, in all of th e intervening years s ince I last looked
upon his face . Again 1 have been rcadi11g the rich material that .I
eager ly g leaned from all availahlc sources and carcfnlly treasured
nearly thirty years ago. Through it all, like the call of a melodious
bugle, in the sti11 air of the quiet morning rings the one jusistent, in-

spirin g, engaging note. i\-1.en seemed strivin g with each other in an
all-accordant chorus, to swell t he voice of appreciation of the inestimable worth o f this m odest, self-forgetful man, whose eyes always
were seeking the welfare of his fe llow men. I have slight need to
go afield for what I have to say today. The brief minutes will permit
only a scanty clipping from what would require far more time than is
at my disposal in even a hasty telling.
Under His Own Trees
And first of all I wish to say that T know of no place more fitting
for his memorial than here. Beside this ever Rowing and inspiring
spring of life, w here youth is breaking the seals of futurity and forecasting high destiny and striving for it s ample realiza tion, let a n indestructible reminder of his caree r defy the ruthless hand of time. As
the years s hall come and go and the long processions of the yo ung
shall pass through this no ble gateway, let them r eceive a new and
per petual baptism of that generous spirit which is aptly characterized by his immortal friend-"V/ith malice toward none ; with charity
for all." A nd le t there he a fitting volume writ in simple phrase t hat
shall tell of him and of his gracious life, a nd on each recurring b irt hday of the inst itutio n t hat h e did so much to found and foster, let his
name h e spoken so those who go out to help to make the new and
better commonwealth s hall keep his spirit in the transforming energy
of their lives.
His F irst Acquaintance
Although T became a student at the Normal School in 1862 I had no
personal acquaintance with Mr. Fell until some two years later. His
name was a ho usehold word among the students but it would have
been an honor beyond our most ardent expectations t o be recognized by a man so widely known and so universally esteemed. The
time came, however, when 1 had the coveted privilege of win ning his

attentio n although l have forgotten the occasion . After that th e
going was delightful and as the years s lipped by the intimacy
increased.

A Pen Portrait
You wo uld like to know about his personal appearance. He was of
medium height , spar e of figure, and with a face fu ll of intelligence and
light. You have become familiar with it as it is portrayed by his
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picture that hangs in the reception room of the main building. He
was the most industriou s of m e n and Judge Davis declare d him to be
the most ene rgetic man that he had ever known. W ith this estimate
I am in entire agreem ent. Even in his walk there was a slight inclination forward as if he could not keep h is body apace with t he
plans which his busy brain was e ver orgapizing . He it was wh o
carried out the o rig inal plan s for the decoratio n of the campus. It
was a treeless pla in before he began hi s work upo n it. There could
not have been found in a ll its area a riding whip for a ho rseman. H e
prepared for it by circling the root of the s u perb ever g ree ns with
wh ich his home place was crowde d and w hen the clump o f solid ly
attached earth was ready for r emoval he personally supe rintende d the
tra nsfer of these g rea t trees to the a lready prepa r ed fie ld. He had
zealo usly cult ivated it t he preceding year so that everything was in
r eadiness. At this task he worked with m o re ph ysical e nergy than
any of his hel pers. I never heard of one of the transplanted trees
that d isappo inted him. I n conseq ue nce, the campus was transfo rmed
in a s ingle year from a bare pra irie to a place of beauty.
Mind and Body
I ndeed, so inte nse was his phy sica l activity that he fou nd it difficult
in his more advanced life to in duce his body to take the r equisite
amount of sustenance to k eep the fi res burning hot enough fo r his demands, and I r ecall a conve rsation in which he re lated his an noyance
that the machine ry, upon wh ich he had been accusto med t o rely with
such com plete confidence, wou ld not steam in harmony wi th his ex-

pectations. And this physical e nergy was but the co ncom itant o f his
mental e ne r g y. He was a fi re with enthusiasm. He subordinated all
of his fine endowme nt to the leadersh ip of h is splendid wi ll. A nd all
who ca m e within the rau. gc of his influence caught th e· contagious

inspiratio n. Was he a visio nary? It never seemed so to inc, for his
large pla ns, w ith few e xce pt ions, ro unded to noble consummation. I
a m quite convince d that the o ne d isappointment of his life was the
failure of th e pla n to secure at Normal the loca.tion of t he U niversity
o f Tll inois. It has a lways been my understanding that th e offer of
t his county far surp~ssed that of any o ther. What it was that de fe ated hi s unde rtaking l have never learned. I well r e m ember that
historic contest a nd t he a lternating hopes a nd fears that filled the
m in ds of ou r people.

An Old School Gentleman
Mr. Fell is aptly described by the familia r phrase, "A gentleman of
the o ld school." By this is meant that he was charact erized by a
courtliness of manner quite unu sual in these less ch ivalrous t.!ays.
H e was a carefu l observer o f the cano ns of etiquette and e mployed
t hem in hi s r elations to othe rs with strict impar tial_ity. Polite ness
has been defin ed as, thc ceremonial form in w hicl1,.we celebrate the
e quality of all men in the s ubstance of their humanity." To be a
human be in g was to w in his respect an d to receive the homage which
11

h e con ceived to be due a human be in g.

I have seen him ri se in a

c r owded str eet car and offe r his seat t o a poor neg ro woman, w ith
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the irres ist ible g race that was his wont. That she was a woman was
enough to win his recognition as entitled to the conventional co urtesies of polite society. A nd with him they were far from being
formal ceremonies for there was always shining thr ough them the
knightly spirit of t he true cavalier. His kindness of heart was always
evident and he was scrupulously careful lest he should inflict pain
when dealing with the humblest.
His Gift in Writing
As a writer he was unusually engaging. He had t he art of speech
when his pen was in his hand. When I knew him he shrank from
public addresses, but earlie r in his li fe he was a rapid, terse and forceful speaker. H is letters best illustrated h is gracefulness of expr essio n .

Our relatio ns were not of a character to invite correspondence,

yet I carefully preserved the two that I r eceived from him. They
e xhibited a g race of expression that lifted them o ut of the ordinary,
a nd although one of t he m was only a request for an in terview upon a
111attcr of m utual interest, it was so charmingly rendered as to invit e

many readings before it was put among my epistolary treasures.
O n e cannot but lin ger fondly over these memories, a nd before
turning to other aspects of his rich and varied life I must be permitted
to quote b riefly fro m his loving friend of many y ears, former President Richard Edwards. I n the addr ess which Dr. Edwards delivered
at the funeral in Normal Hall h e said : "Let me begin by saying that
M r. F ell was an honest man. H e had so many other high qualities
that w e are in danger of not observing this * * *. ·Be who has been
through the intensest activities of life, through those scenes where
selfishness, duplicity, corruption are most apt to have full sway, a nd
who has come out of it a ll with a maide n sensit ive ness to anything
like unfairness or dish.onesty, deserves our esteem • * *. He k ept his
hands clean an d his heart pure. He committed no fa lse or foul act.
He entertained no debasing or unworthy thought. So sensitive was
Mr. Fell to t his principle of rigid honesty that I have known him to
insist up on making good pecuniary losses sustained by his fr iends
through the dishonesty of other men, because he had been the means
of m aki ng the parties acquainted wit h each other."
His Forceful Character
'l'o this testimony of Dr. Edwards I may add that any indirection
on the par t of men in public life made hot his indignation. H~ w ould
have none of them he nceforth. There arc men still living in Bloomingto n who are rncml>ers of a po litical conven tion held there 0 11 a
day almost fifty years ago, in wh ich instruct io ns wer e soug ht for the
county delegation to assist in the renomination of a public official. I
may add that I was the candidate' s cor dial sup por ter as I was d uring
his long subsequent official career. Mr. Fell, ho weve r, believed that
he had b roken faith with some of his fri en ds a nd opposed h im with
such v igor that he succeeded in securing the adjournme nt of the con vention a fter a scene that defies descriptio n. His o pposition defeated
the des ired ren om ination and resulted in the temporary re tirement of

the candidate from public life.

Promine nt in that historic struggle
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were a few whose names are household words in this community.
Their number was small but under the rallying enthus iasm of Mr.
Fell their effectiveness was irresistible.
Words of His Friends
In further view of this aspect of M r. Fell's c haracter Honorable
Ja mes S. Ewing, at the memorial mee.ting of the Bloo mington Bar
Association, in an exquisite tribute to his 111ernory, said: "It is a good
thing to have known one man whose life was witho ut spot or ble mish; against whose honor no m a n ever spoke ; w ho had no skeleton in
his closet; whose life was as open as t he day and whose drath comes
to a whole community as a personal sorrow."
Similarly Honorable J oseph vV. Fife r : "J esse Fell was one of these.
moral heroes; he was the product of our free institutions, and I am
pr o ud he was an America n citizen. H is pure, exalted· and unselfish
life will he lp teach the world the g reat lesson that the indispensable
basis of all true greatness is in tegrity of character, and t hat the on ly
way to be happy in th is liie is to make others happy."
Brave words these. They ring the recurring sentiment of every
utterance of that memorial occasion.
His Ancestry
A nd now that I have tried in t hese brief m inutes to t e ll you something of his personality, you will antici pate his po litical alignment.
As another will tell you he came from a fam ily that had been ident ified
with the Society of Friends from its origin abou t the middle of the
seventeenth century. That h e would ally himself w ith the a n t i-slavery
party was thus a for egone conclusion. Like men of his kind, he was
a n arde nt admirer of Henry Clay, with whom he became personally
acquainted and whose name he perpetuated in his ow n family by
con ferrin g it upon his only son. Few of the p resent generation can
imagine the ardor w ith which the fo llowers of t he great Commoner
attached themselves to his cause. His failure to achieve the place for
w hich he repeatedly str ove was a heart breaking experience t o vast
numbers of his adherents. My father once cautioned me, with quivering lip, against ever attaching myse lf to any political leader whose
defeat I could not contemplate with comparative eq uanimity. W e h ad
heen talking o f his p olitical idol, Henry Clay.
His Stand in Politics
A ltho ug h bitterly opposed to s lavery, M r. Fell had not indentified
himsel f actively with the Aboli tion party. U nconsciously he was
waitin g for the evolu tion of a political party that should incorporate
th e s lavery question in so me of its multifarious aspects in its platform. Time was to g ive him his ample opportun ity. The KansasNebraska Bill so solidified the anti-slavery se ntiment as to make the
creation of the Republican party a log ical necessity. /\s soon as it
appeared he was one o f its active adherents.
And now I a m going to make a claim for Mr. Fell that I have not
thus fa r come upon. I cannot resist the conviction that there orig inated with him an idea that made him a n histo ri c c ha racte r a nd t hu~
identified him personally and potentially with t r emendous events
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that were world wide in their -consequences. I do not claim fo r him
the far vision that might have foreseen what followed from the forces
that were set in motion. Short-sighted creatures of a day, we may,
nevertheless, release energies that by the natural accumulation of inertia may precipitate catastrophies th at rock a world, bury old wrong,;
in the ruins of the castles they have built for their own preservation,
and thus make possible a new day of freedom for mankind.
Here are some statements whose correctness is amply verified by
H on. Owen T. Reeves, Hon. A. E. Stevenson, and Hon. J ames S.
Ewing.
On the twelfth day of September, 1854, Senator S tephen A. Douglas came to Bloomington to make a public address. He stopped at
the old National Hotel, at the corner of F ront and Main streets .
.Lawrence Weldon, then engaged at the practice of the law, at Clinton,
came up to hear the speech and went w ith Mr. Ewing and Dr. Stevenson to call upon the senator. Shortly after, Mr. Linco ln, who had
probably come up fro m S pringfie ld for the same purpose, came in to
~•ay his respects t o the honored ·guest. After a brief conversation
Mr. Linco ln withdrew. S hortly after, Mr. Fell entered the room and
was cordially g reeted by Judge Douglas, for they were old acquaintances. The tide of conversation ran along in the usual way for a
time, but Mr. Fe ll had an especial purpose to subserve. _He therefore
said t o the Judge that there was much fee ling over the question of
the Kansas-Nebraska Bill , and that many of Mr. L incoln's friends
would be g reatly p leased to hear a joint discussion between himself
,,_nd Mr. Lincoln on these new and vital questions that were so vitally
i:1te resting the people.
Judge Douglas seemed much annoyed and after hesitating a mo•
iren t said: "No! I won't do it. I come to Chicago. I am met by
an old-line Abolitionist; I come to the center of the sta te and am met
by an Administration Democrat. I can't hol d the Abolitionists responsible for what the Whigs say; I can't hold the Whigs responsible
for what the Abolitionists say, and I can't hold either responsible for
what the Democrats say. It looks like 'doggin g' a man over the state.
This is my meeting. The people came here to hear me and I want to
talk to them." Mr. Fell said: "Well, Judge, perhaps you may be right ;
perhaps some o ther time it may be arranged." And so it was that Mr.
Fe ll did not carry his point for that meeting.
The J oint Discussion
But Mr. Fell did not give up the idea of the JOmt discussion. It
was his pertinacious following of the scheme that gave to t he country
that memorable series of illuminat ing addr esses, unsurpassed in all
the annals of debate in which the supreme question, the question of
fate, in the forum of a nation, was held up to t he reason and the consciences of men.
Who doubts for a moment the effect of those debates upon the
destiny of Abraham Lincoln? It would be the most violent of assumpt ions to assert that he would have been nominated for the presidency of the Republican party in 1860 .without the prominence they
gave him. He took his logical place thereafter a t the front of the
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champions of the anti-slavery movement, for he had proved himself
more than equal to the most redoubtable protagenist of the proslavery movement. I cannot resist the conclusion that this remarkable train of sequences logically foll owed Mr. Fell's resolute purpose
as foreshadowed in the brief incident that I have related.
H is P a rt in D e ba t e
But again. After the first debate at Ottawa, Lincoln came to
Bloomington for a conference with friends fr om all parts of the
state. Judge Reeves is responsible for the statement that Mr. Fe ll
was present at that conference, as we s hould fully expect. At the
O ttawa meeting Judge Douglas had propounded to Mr. Lincoln a
number of questions to be answered at Freeport. Mr. Lincoln told
his friends what an swers he should g ive to those questions, and he also
lold them he proposed to propound certain questions to Judge Douglas at that meeting. Amon g them was this one : "Can the people of a
territory, in any legal way, against the con sent of any citizen o f the
Unite d States, exclude slavery from a territory prior to its ad mission
as a state?"
The members of the con ference saw clearly that if Judge Douglas
should answer this question in the affirir:ativc he would certain ly be

elected t o the Senate, for there were many Republicans favorably
disposed to him because of his o pposition to the attitude of the administration. It was believed that he wo uld so answer. Linco ln saw that,
although such an answer would close his hope for the coveted senatorship, the South would never nominate so uncertain a candidate

in 1860. In consequence, the confer ence therefore protested against
the submission o f s uch an interrogative and voted against it with a
s in gle exception. That exception, I need not say, was Mr. Fell. Did
his stand in the premises account in a ny way ior L incoln's reply to
the conference-"Judge Doug las may inJeeJ defeat me for the Senate
but he will at the s ame time defeat himself for the presidency in 1860,
and that is a far great er issue."
S haped t he Result
Prophetic words! They were verified to the letter. Did J esse
Fell's support of Lincoln's plan fall into the causal series again?
Who can answer ? The log ic, if so, is firmly knit-Mr. Fell's suggestion of the joint debate; the consequent nation-wide fame of Lincoln; the consequent 11omination; the fatal question; the two Demoocratic candidates in 1860; the triumphant election o f Lincoln ; the
abolition of slavery; the indissoluble reunion of the states; one flag !
One common destiny!
Did this m odest ~,an ever allow himself to trace the conclusions
of the successive syllogisms to the final co nclusion? Dr. Edwards
besought him to write a frank and free autobiography and he really
began it, but his modesty soon got the better of his r esolution and
he gave it up. declarin g that he could not bring himself to the task.
Jf he had o nly been willing to write a book of "Recollections" what
revelations we might have had!
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Champion of Liberty
I said, a few minutes ago, that he championed the cause of freedom and toleration in religious matters. This he did especially in the
part he took in the organization of wl1at was long known as the Free
Congregation al Church of Bloomington .
Which of two of the majo r differences that formerly drove sharp
Jines of social cleavage among men aro1.1ses the bitterer controversies,
, eligion or politics ? \Ve o l the prese nt know little of t he implacablei,ess of the hostility which for merly existcc! between men who were
in sepa rate poli tical camps a nd who affirmed belief in separate religion~ creecls. At the same polli ng place we interrupt a fr iendly conversation to deposit our several ballots and resume the cordial inte rchange of th oughts as we again go together on our common way.

The spirit of conAict over religious differences has quite folded its
wings and shed its sharp talons and take n on the semb lance o f t he
dove rather th3n that of the hawk. There was a time, however, and
it was not long ago, when the bitterness engendered by the rise of
differing sects was the death of friendships, the divider of families
and the destroyer of community peace. And this conAict over creeds
often appeared to be a mino r difference of doctrine or an inconsequential variation in ceremonial observance, but the hostil ity was
none t he less intense.

In Church Organization
Imagine, then, the int roduction into the institutional life of Bloomington of an organization that seerned to be indifferent to a body of
do<:trine that was regarded by the great majority of men and women
in the west as indispensable to give validity to any rig htful claim to
the name religion. Such a phenomenon appearecl in July, 1839. J
have not time now to trace its history. Of course, the Fells, Jesse
and Kersey, were there. Let it s uffice to say that an organization was
effected and that Charles G. Ames, predestined to a notable career,
was called to conduct the Sabbath services o f The Free Congregational Society. On another occasion I t ried to tell, wit h some degree
of fullness, the histc>ry of the first half ce ntury of t he life o f this
pioneer society. Its rank repres ented many shades of opinion, both
theological and political. Of course, its personnel had at least one
common p oint of agreement; all were committed to the idea of entire
freedom of religious belief and of speech.
Of course Mr. Ames would speak his mind on the slavery question.
He did so and some of his parish were so offended that they wit hdrew. But Mr. Ames was incapable of bitterness. W hile he preferred that they should stay, he could not deprive himself of freedom
of speech to retain the m, for freedom was the principle upon which
the society was founded.
Before his nomination Mr. Lincoln dined with Mr. Ames. The
"Irrepressible ConAict" was thoroughly discussed, Mr. Ames taking
very advanced grounds. Upon leaving, Mr. Lincoln said, "I am as
strong an anti-slavery man as you arc, b ut I recognize some practical
difficulties in dealing with it that you do not seem to see."
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Some Intimate Details
After the execution of John Brown M r. Ames preached his funeral
sermon . Having been a member of his choir in old Phoenix Hall 1
had enjoyed some acquaintance with him and therefore felt free lo
write him, some seven years ago, with regard to this fatnous address.
I quote briefly from his reply:
"On the last Sunday of November, 1859, I gave notice that on th e
following Sunday, if tht: telegraph brought the n ews of the execution
of John Brown, I should preach his funeral sermon. The Society was
in no mood to lay restrictions on freedom of speech, but there were
t hose who said 'we've just launched our little bark in troubled waters
and now Mr. Ames will b low us sky-high.' Phoenix Hall was none
too large for those who came and there was great seriousness and
perfect attention through th e full hour's discourse. The next morning came the re quest fo r a copy for publicat ion which was granted.
* • * oh, those were great days. I wonder if you live them over
with such palpitations as come to me." I regard t his quotation as
l!,ermane to my theme as Mr. Fell was one of those who were called
upon to stand behind Mr. Ames in those troublous times.
I am deeply conscious of the need of brevity but I must b e permitted to relate a single additional incident in this connection. One of
the successors of Mr. Am;es was Mr. Ellis whose pastoral relations
were very abruptly discontinued. He was a strong abolitionist and
was so extreme as to have been one of those who volunteered to attempt to rescue John Brown from his Virginia captors. On April 23,
1865, when the count ry was speechless with grief over t he tragic
ending of the life of the great president, M)r. Ellis preached a sermon
in Phoenix Hall in which he took occasion to criti~ise Mr. L incoln
in severe terms.

A Startling Incident
It is easy to imagine the effect upon t he Bloomington ;1L1dience of
such an address and especially at such a time. ln the Hall were
many of Lincoln's personal friends, men who were bound to him not
alone by po litical ties, but also by the bonds of warm affection. Here
and there were soldiers recently from the front, whose veneration
hr the murdered chief magistrate was greater than /or any other
ch:,racter in American annals. Here was Mr. Jesse Fell, the man to
whom in 1860 Mr. L incoln h ad addressed his autobiography, and one
can possibly imagine how his heart must have been wrung by so
ruthless and so utterly foolish a violation of the canons of the most
ordinary common sense. The sp eaker was hissed and h ooted ,ind
escaped by the back stairs to a drug store near by, from wh ich he
was rescued by Mrs. William Lewis, a present resident of Bloomington, and taken to her home. On the succeeding Monday th e address
was published in full and may be fou11d, as may Mr. A mes' funeral
sermon, in the files of the Pa11tagraph. An opportunity was thus
offered to read exactly what Mr. Ellis had said.
But nothing could induce Mr. Fell to d o violence to his princip le of
free speech and a free pulpit. At the next meeti11g of the Society he
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,1ffered a series of resolutions denouncing the interference with the
speaker's explicit right to be heard, however qnpalatable his utterances might be. This s ingle illustration of his fidelity, under the
most trying circumstances, t o a principle which he regarded as a
fundamental necessity in a free count ry lifted him in my esteem to
the ser ene heights of supreme manhood.
His Philanthropy and Zeal
No time remains to give other illustrations of those qualities which
mark him off so distinctly and so superbly. Yonder on the hill is
the home of those wards of the state who, o rphaned by their fathers'
devotion to the country were deprived of that parental care which
is the due of every child of our commo n humanity. It is there because of his philanthropy and patriotic zeal. Here rise t he noble
buildings of an institution to which thousands of g rateful hearts turn
with the most tender emotions. He wrought the deed, far mo r e t han
any one else, th at brought it here. We walk between these double
rows o f trees that he planted. One day he told me why he was impelled to adopt this particular plan. Jt was because he had happened ·
to be in old Germantown, Pennsylvania, in the heat of a summer day.
As he walked beneath the o ver-arch ing branches t hat met above his
head, he determined to go to his new home and imitate the thought•
fulness of an unknown benefactor.
That I k new him, and had at least some modest share in his regard,
has been one of the g r eat gratifications of my life. Among my treasures is a memento which he ordered sent to me as he lay upon his
couch of pain from which he realized he should never rise. Thank
God for all of His heroes. T hey lift the world to the arching sky
and leave an open door between the earth and the heavens. He was
one of that g reat company and lived his life of simple devotion here in
o ur own little community. G reat soul s need n o hilltops for their
homes in 9rder that they may be singled out as t he benefactors- of
mankind.
His memory is a precious treasure and as the new generations come
,>.nd go this memorial structure will r etell the inestimable worth of
this simple, unostentatious man.

VALUE OF MEMORIALS
EDMUND ]. JAMES
I t was a little over fifty-three years ago that I first saw J esse W .
Fell. It was on the occasion of a visit of my parents to the lllinois
State Normal University who, in looking for a place to buy a farm and
"settle down permanently," as they expr essed it, were especially concerned about the schools of the neighborhood. They had examined
one o r two farms north of Normal an d so w is hed to sec whether the
educational facilities offered by this school met t heir desires as t o the
opportunities for their children. 1 was tagging as a lad 8 years old
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after my m other as she went into the primary room, t hen conducted
by Miss Hammond, who aft<:rwards became the wife of W. L . P illsbury. As we came out on the porch o n the south side of the Normal
University building, Dr. Edwards, who was kindly showing us about,
stretched his arm out in a sweeping way towards the south campus
and said: "The trees you see here have a ll been planted by the H onorable J esse W. Fell. An d there he is now, planting still others,"
he said, as he pointed toward a man superintending the planting of
certain shrubs o r srnall trees. "He is son1ctin1es called," Dr. Edwards remarked to my mother, "Jesse the tree planter."
My parents purchased a farm immediately north of Normal, where
fo r ten years I lived and from which for six years I trudged back and
forth to school while I was preparing for college in the g rammar and
high school departments of the Normal University. Mr. Fell was a
favorite of mine, as he was of all th e children, so far as I know.
He was kind to us and let us play without disturbance wherever he
was workin g, provided we did not interfere too much with the progress o f the work, and sometimes, I think, even when we did. I
remember my mother's saying o nce that Mr. Fell was a r eal public
ben efactor, and I wondered what that was and asked her what she
meant. "A public benefactor" she said, "is a man who is doing thin gs
for the benefit of other peo ple all the while and especially fo r t he
benefit of lhc community in which he is living."

I th ink there could be better descriptio ns o f Mr. Fell and his work
than this. I need not make any extended reference to t he li fe and
services o f Mr. Fell. They will be fu lly discussed and presented by
pers ons better able to treat that subject than I. I only desire to add
my testimony to that o f all the others to the fact that Mr. Fell was
a man o f power and influence in n1any different directions in the co111-

munity in which he lived, and that in every direction this power and
influence when exerted were exer ted for the public good, for the advancement of the common interest; and in th is respect he was a
mode l citizen, a man after whom his fe llow citizens could well pattern their own conduct, and to whom the teachers and preachers and
moth e rs of the community could point with pride as one whose life
and activity were worthy o f emulation by the ch ildren of the
con1munity.
J should like to e mphasize on this occasion the ser vice which this
commun ity is rende ring to itself by t his forma l r ecognition of the
g reat work which Mr. Fell did for it and for the successive generat ions which will make up this community in all the years to come.
\Ive have been very much concerned just at the present time with
the question whether, as a n.atter of fact, we are at all, in any proper
sense of that term, a nation.
\Ive had a most aston is hing illustration m o r e than fi fty years ago of
how loose were the bonds which held us together as a p~ople when
the country suddenly divided into two great sections. These sections flew at each other's throats with all the ferocity and b itterness
and energy which have bcc11 displayed in th e great war now going on
beyond the seas. A nd many things have s ince h appened and some
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thin gs have happened lately t hat have rather called o u r attention to
th e fact that we do not, all of us at any rate, who live within the
confines of the A111erica n Republic, think as Ame ricans, think in the
terms of t he nation; but that we are still in some respects o nly an
aggregate a nd not a thoroughly organized life unit. We arc a collectio n of states and territories, of people from different races and differe nt faiths and different histo ries-not yet melted and unified into a
s ingle people of unifonn texture.
There is little hope of this ever being acco111plished until the nation
has become a true or ganic instead of an aggregate unit.
The comparison has often been made between the "bod y politic" and
the "body physical"' and there arc some lessons which m ay be learned
by us from the compa ri son. The bo dy p hysical, according to moden:
theories of b iology, is made up in essence of cells w h ich are the last
and fina l units out of which all portions o f the body, and, finally the entire body, a rc co111posed. I n these cells is the center of li fe a nd activity, the center of bodily health and bodily weakness and di sease an•j
<ieath. If the cells functio n as they ought to do, all of them, e a ch in its
o wn way, we may be su re that the body as a who le will be v igorous an d
strong and e ffective. If the cells, hnwevcr, beco1ne weak a nd anae111ir
and ineffectual, we may expect to see the bod y dry up and disappear.
So I s ho uld t hink of the nation as constituted of cells, not the
individual huma n beings, b u t the ultimate or, if you please, the primal
unit of organizatio n, 11a111cly the community. If the con11nu nity is
of th e right composition, if it is organized in a healthy and vigorous
way and performs its duties in a healthy and vigorous way, and all
the com111unities do this, then we may expect to see a perfect natio nal
life as the fl ower and fruitage, so to speak, of this perfect commun ity
life, a nd unless this co mnrnnity life is of the right type, it is vain
indeed that we build upon the tower, so to speak, upon the roof of
th is g reat structure when the fo undatio n clements a r e d ecayed. Jf
the civic life of the community is conducted o n a 1ow level, we have
in so far as it is a part of the nation, a weak element which itself may
become the source of disease and, like a ca ncer, by spreading its
influence in the surrounding tissue, may ultimately underm ine and
develop a running sore which may serio usly hamper, if n ot ult imately
destroy, the organism of which it is a part.
Th ose commun it ies in the United States in which educat ion is neglected, in which t he health of the community receives no attention, in
which moral and relig ious influences arc not cultivated, in which a
!o ,.v type of civilization prevails, arc communities which may become
~ente r s of disease. str etching far and wide through t he body politic.
T his is something we do not always realize. I n a large way, we have
a classic example in o u r own history. When the people of cer tain
coinmunitics thought it was a good thing to import the black 111an
from Africa and make him a s lave, the fou n dation was laid for infinite
trouble, not so 111uch fo r the- slave, for in many cases his condition
was really improved over that in the n a tive wildness fro m which h e
·,vas taken, but the masters and the life of the master·s wife and c h i!1
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dren and the life of the community which was made up of the masters
of t hese black s laves.
In t he course of time as the cou ntry h ccame industr ially part slave
a nd part free, it became perfectly plain to far-seeing men, even of t he
ti me of the Revolution, nearly a hun dred years before the struggle
fin ally came, that no commi:nity could en dure, no body politic could
con t inue to live, in which one part of the body was made up of cells
depending for their ind ustrial development upon the in,titution of
human slavery and another part of the body was made up of cells
whose industrial life was based upon a system of free and independent
labor. It took a long time for this cancerous growth of slavery to
m a ke such headway as to f.P ally threaten th e destru ction of the entire nation . But it came, just as in evitably as the sun rose and set,
and it finally had to be cut out in all its ram ifications-we h ave not
completed the work yet by any means-hy a process which fo r a
time threatene d to destroy the entire organism.
So today any community which permits its ch ildre n to grow up in
ignorance, which docs not cu ltivat e and organ ize a nd develop the
var ious elements which ente r into a complete an d well-rounded
education, is a cell full of danger to itself and t o t he la rger communities a nd th e body politic as a w hole.
\1,/e have commun ities in the United States today-and they a re no t
all in one part of the country, either-communities which are so debased as to form real centers of danger to t he heal th of t he comm o nwealth and the natio n.
Now th e process of civili zation is not by a ny n1cans an easy o ne,
a nd every higher civilization is b r ought forth in pain and tears, and
the human race tends steadily to fall behind unless efforts arc cont inually put forth which involve blood and sweat. History has
sh own that in nearly every coun try and in nearly every time this
work of standing, in season and out of season, fo r the forces which
m ake fo r the uplift of the community, this standing for the right
against the wrong, for the light against the darkn ess, for freedom
against sla ve r y, fo r justice over against injustice, fo r equal opportunity for all over against monopoly and slavery, has been t he priv ilege a nd the burden of comparatively few members of the community, those men whom we call leaders, those men to whose call to advance · we respond, those men whose leadership we recognize and
fo llow.
J esse W. Fell was one of these men, a nd this community, thanks to
his leadersh ip and that of men like him, thanks to the original constitutio n o f the commnn ity, made up o f many differe nt elemen ts from
many differe nt parts of the country, has moved forwa r d steadily to t he
ever comple ter life as one o f those fun damental cells of n ational
existence.
Next to wor king out in a direct and immediate way t hro ug h competent organs of action t he welfare of the community, the element
which has added most t o civil izatio n is the public spi rit of p rivate
individuals, 1ne11 of far-seeing vision like the ma n whom we honor
today. Next to leading itself in all these respects, a group of people
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shows its fitness as an element in civi lization by its willingness to
follow t he leadership of men like Mr. Fell. And in that r espect Normal has shown a wise capability.
I am greatly pleased to sec that this community r ecognizes the
great significance of an event like this-namely, the erection of a
memorial in honor of the men w ho have done things worth while in
the community, especially in honor of the men who saw the best
things that were possible t o the community and stirred up and spurrc·d it on to r ealize these best things. It was not mer e ly t he w ork
Mr. Fell did himself directly in planting these trees, in urging the
improvement of the schools, in bringing one after another of the
pub1ic agencies into tnore efficient action, but it was his work in
stimulating other people to emulate h is example. And one of the
evidences that you have done that is not only t o be seen in the
external evidences which we see around us in improved schools, in
paved streets, in improved water supply, and in enlarged and improved churches, in adequate drainage, etc., etc., but ouc secs it al so
in this w illingness to acknowledge an indebtedness to the men who

are wise c nottgh to lead such enterprises.
I have often said t o members of the I llinois Lcgislatttre when presenting to it the claims for the support of the institution which I
have the honor to represent today, that the peo ple of lllinois have
vested for the time being in them the trusteeship for deter mining the
level upon wh ich the community shall move. The business of a legislator is not s imply to do what his co11 stitttc11ts want him to do, but
to do the t hing w h ich his constitttents o ught to do and to throw the
full impettts of his power an d strength into comj,elling the state to
undertake the tasks which the interests of society demand it s hottld
undertake. The duty of your local member in t he legis lature and of
every other member in the I llinois Legislature is not merely to see
how little money he can give to the bui lding up of this great Normal
University, of which we arc all so proud, but to discern if possible
w hat the function of this instittttion ought to be and then by every
means in his power help to the realization o f that function. Jn fact
the member of a board of trustees should he a prophet. He should
have visions and these sh o uld be visio ns of the h ig her life of the community a nd the h igher level upon which the community may walk,
and the fundamental purpose of his trusteeship is that he shall help
the community up to those higher levels and hold it steadily and true
to its h igher levels. This was the work as Mr. Fell conceived it, and
to wh ich he gave unsparing industry and absolu te devotion, and because you recognize that end, because you recognize, even though
in large part unconsciously, that som ehow or other this is your interest projected in this large way by this seer and prophet, you arc
willing to honor him by this beautiful memorial. He cares nothing
about it, of course. His family in a few years will care nothing about
it. It will not be long until everyone will have passed away who ever
saw M r. Fell or who ever saw anybody who ever saw him, or spoke
to h im, and the personal clc1ncnt w ill disappear as the years go on.

but this monument will ever stand here to rem in d t he boys and gir ls
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of th is community as they play about its foundation, and t he men
and women who pass by, that here was a man who deserved w ell of
his community, and they will be led by the existence of this monument to ask what he did and why and ho w, and the story will ever
again be told to bring new inspiration and new life into each succeeding generation.
I have a friend, a most competent and brilliant and highly educatcrl woman, who declared to n1e when she saw the n1onu111ent
,·rected to her fa t her, who was one of the greatest Americans, that no
man deserved a 111onumcnt, no n1an had ever done so much as to

really dese rve in a ny p roper sense that his m emory should be kept
al iv,;, that none of us, no matter how hard we labored, could perform
a ny work of supererogation, and that therefore it was an idle, nay
a n inunora1 act, this erection of n1onuments in honor of 1nen and
wo men who , no matter how much they have accomplished, have
fallen far short of their duty to their day and generation. There is,
of course, something to be sai<l fo r this point of view, and I a m sure
that no man or woman ever perfornied any service for the cotu-

mun ity of a ny great value who did not, in the bottom of his heart,
fee l that it was such an infinitely s light service that he should be
alm ost ashamed of thinking of it as a ser vice to his fellowmen.
But mon uments of this sort are e rected not to flatter living men,
l., ut to call the attention of the boys and girls of each successive
generation to the things that arc most worth while in the lives of
members of their own community, to the t hings that men will be
nwst grateful for, to the things upon wh ich the community w ill lay
t he most weight, to the t hings that men will think about after one
has passed out.
This people will r emember Andrew Carnegie, for example, not for
the fact that he accumulated a great fortune o f millions of dollars,
not t hat he was one of the great industrial figures in the day and generation in which he lived, not that he was o ne of the captains of ind ust ry who shaped the course of m en's occupations, in many di fferent
direct ions, b ut because h e devo ted this money which he accumulated
in this way to what he conceived to be good purposes, and even
though he should be mistaken in the form of its application, and even
though the g ifts he made should produce harm rather than good, yet
the motives of the man w ill be the things that are remembered, a nd
if the American people shoul<l decide tliat his motives were unworthy,
tl!at he gave this money not for the purpose of accomplishing good,
from a s incere wish to do it, but s imply for the purpose of magnifying
his own nam e, they will forget him o r they will blame him.
Monuments of this sort help us t o teach in a concr e t e and direct
way to our children what arc the r eally worth w hile things in the develop ment o f a community and a nation, and so I have a lways been
in favor of seeing them erected in hon or of men who have done

really great and useful things. It is an honor to M r. Fell that the
people of this generation, that you, standing about he re, few of whom
kn ew him personally, few of whom could really have had any conception of the largeness of the man's m ind and activities, erect t his
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monumer.t to 111111. It is a much more s ign ificant, much more helpful.
and to my mind much m o r e u seful service which t his memo rial will
do by virtue o f th e fact that it is an h onor to the community wh ich
h as raised it, for you h ono r yourselves far more than you honor him
in the events of this rlay.
Let every citizen, no m a tter h ow humble, ta ke new heart in view of
these fact s. We a re sometimes inclined to despa ir of t he R epublic
when we s ee so many difficulties in life, communal, state and national.
We sometimes ha ng o ur head in s hame a t the e vents which have occurred within the limits of t he g reat Republic without a ny adequate
reactio n in the direction o f natio nal or local uplift. But in the life
of every m an who has fixed befor e himself as a goal .the ideal of r e ndering public se rvice, we get a new insp iration, a n ew o utlook, a
new hope.

From th e contemplatio n o f th is gateway, let the little boy and g irl
learn the humb le lesson of pi cking up the p apers a nd other rubbish
wh ich are flyin g o ver th e streets, which they perhaps have themselves
thrown there. Let the citize n livi ng in a humble cottage with a few
square feet about it realize that as he keeps that lot, as he improves
that lo t, h e is doing a d uty by his commun ity and by his fe llo wmen
that will help raise the standard of li fe in the community as a w hole.
Let e ve ry man of influence and power and wealth and r esources in the
co mmunity r ecognize that it is a part of his business to work t o improve t hese conditions under wh ich the life of this co mmunity must
be carried on, that it is a part of h is business to see th a t t he schools
are improved, that the churches a r e supported, that the public institutions of a ll kind s are made as efficie n t for their purpose as they
can possibly be made. L e t th e member of the city coun cil have borne
in upo n him th e con viction that a public o ffic e is a public trust a nd
that the man who violates in any way the inte rest of the community
for any purpose w hatever, whe ther it is in violation of the law or
no t, is a scoundre l, is an unworthy citizen, o ne who ought not to walk
in the s hadow or con1e in to the sa1ne street \vhere a rnonument has

bee n e rected to s uch a man as J esse W . Fell. With such a spirit, with
such a life, we may be sure that t his prime cell of our g reat Republic
can give an example in its local h ealth which all other similar cells of
the nation might follow.

A PHILANTHROPIST OF MIGHTY VISION
J . H . BURN H AM
J esse W . Fell was a lover of mankind, a man of mighty vision. H e
loved his fami ly and was never happ ie r than when in their midst,
plan ning and workin g fo r t he ir future w e lfare. He wise ly planned
fo r th e benefit of his adopted town, for the county of McLean, for
t he state of I llino is, for the nation, fo r the freed o m o f t he s la ve, a nd
always labored for t he good of all mankind.

A PHILANTHROPIST OF MIGHTY VISION
As early as 1834, when for two years he had liv~d in Bloomington
as its first lawyer, he spent nearly a whole session of the Illinois
Legislature at V a ndalia, and, a lmost unaided, prevented the western
tier of townships from being sliced off from McLean county in the
interest of a new county seat. His clear v ision told h im that only
thus could the new town of B loomington retain its prestige and the
new county of MtLean preserve its grand o utline, and the service he
then performed has never yet been sufficiently appreciated.
Th e new county of McLean was tolerably well established by this
time but Mr. F e ll was exceedingly anxious that its future should be
provided for, and so became one of the prime movers in the pioneer

effort to start a newspaper. The first issue of "The Bloo mington
Obse rver" star ted, mainly, by the personal efforts o f Mr. Fell, was
dated J anuary 14, 1837. After going throug h the vicissi tudes incident to a newspaper in a new county we find its successo r, ' The
B loomington l ntelligencer" in the sole o wnership of Mr. Fell on
March 17, 1852. The paper passed the next year to the ownership
o f Mr. C. P . Merriman and then became the well k nown Pantag raph.
This newspaper has been published the m ost of the time as a daily.
Howe ver it was believed by Mr. Fell and his friends to be scarcely
up to th e requireme nts of the town and county. Being resolutely r esolved upo n making th is newspaper of m ore service to the public,
Mr. Fell, in company with his son-in-law, Mr. \Nm. 0 . Davis, purchased a controlling inte rest in 1868, and the two entered most ener ge tically upon th e ir chosen labor of develo ping the journal in accordance with the needs of this intellige,;t com.munity. Fortunately, Mr. Davis had the n ecessary financial means, and experience
soon proved t hat he also p ossessed a remarkable aptitude for newspaper manage m ent. Its growth has been of t he m ost substantial
character, and the descenda,its of Mr. Davis, now owning the newspaper, are proving themselves true to the tradition of their ancestors.
Tn 1845 when the state of Illi no is was in immine nt danger of repudiating its e normo us bonded indebtedness, and was about to be
driven into hopeless bankruptcy by incompe tent leaders, Mr. Fell
published an open lett er to the Senate and House o f Representatives,
ltoldly advocating the impositio n of taxes and he eloquently urged
the policy of re-establishing the state's financial credit upon a sound
and reliable basis. T he plan which h e recommended was fo llowed in
the m ain, and his influence at t hat early day is said to ha~e been very
powerful. His vision told him t hat this state's mag nificent agricultural domain could only thus be put in the way of its subseque nt
wonderful developme nt.
In the vario us periods of railroad b uilding in 1838 to 1881 he was
always a vigorous leader. He was either a pr ojector or a railroad
official in e very scheme for a north and south or a n east and west
railroad in this vicinity. He secured a large portion of the right-ofway for the Chicago and Alton railroad fr om Bloomin gton to J oliet,
was th e chief agent in the donatio n of the m,ichine shop site in 1853
and thus s~cured for Blooming ton the imme nse advantages which
have followed, and wh ich will no doubt permane ntly continue.
1
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While we are considering some of these almost marvelous achievements of t his great man, we may reflect that no doubt his active and
vigorous mind contem.plated many a project which was never carr ied
to a successful issue. His vision was so broad and his mind dwelt so
intensely on benefiting his fellow men that we can well c0nceive that
he must often have fe lt the want of practical co-operation in some
of his most heartfelt projects.
Mr. Fell once told me that at a very early day when wearily r iding
on norsel>ack along the line of the present Illinois Central railroad
in company with General Gridley, they discussed the possible improvements likely to be en jo yed l,y luture travelers alung the irun
rails which they fondly hoped would follow their route. How pleasant must have been his reflections in after life when all, and m ore
than all, that his prophetic vision had predicted, actually came to
pass in the lifetime of this earnest and brillia~t railroad advocate.
The present generation needs to be told on this and other appropriate occasions, of M:r, Fell's almost sup e rhuman exertions in behalf of all suggestions and plans for the advancement of the relig ious, educational, moral, agricultural and community development of
his neighborhood, t he county, the state, the nation and the whole
world in which h e lived, but this paper can touch only a few of his
characteristic efforts in the directions indicated.
The man who planned our Normal campus, who planted with h is
own hands many of its gr andly spreading trees upon a broad. and
almost desolate prairie, which I well remember, and who planted
thousands o f others in the streets of Normal-twelve thousand of
them before Normal was anything but North Bloomington-no doubt
had a vision of what their noble grandeur would be in fifty to sixty
years, and pe rhaps believed that some o f them would survive for
centuries and in their final enormous growth in this rich soil would
carry forward to future observers some remembrance of th e ir origin.
But the same man in g iving names of trees to no less than t hirteen
of the streets of Nor mal perhaps never realized in his own modest
mind that he was thus preserving for all t ime a most beautiful and
touching reminder of his affectionate love fo r the town he ha.d
founded. Normal is truly indebted to the charming visions which
must have occupied the founder's thoughts during this labor of love
for con1ing generations.

In the early part of 1867, when the grand effort was being made in
th is county to secure the location of the I ndustrial University, which
is 110w the Illinois State U nivers ity at Champaign, Mr. Fell's efforts
were little shor t of miraculo us. I was one of the w o rkers in the cause
and had opportunity to become acquainted with the man and observe his methods of action, and I have never forgotten how ably,
earnestly, enthusiastically, eloquently and persuasively Mr. Fell presented his arguments which resulted in an offer of five hundred and
thirty thousand dollars for the coveted prize·. Most o f this was in
eight and ten per cent county, town and city bonds voted by McLean
county, the township and city of Bloomington and by Normal t owns hip and village.
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V cry few of us realized the actual possibilities of the university
idea, but from the success which had t hen already been exhibited at
,he Michigan State Un iversity at Ann A r bor, it is evident t hat Mr.
Fell had in mind a lmost a complete vision of what is now to b e seen
at Urbana and Champaign. Had that institution been located here
and had it been properly fostered, what a boon Normal real estate
would have secured! That it would have been fostered here was
proved by the fact that nothwithstanding Mr. f'ell's bitter disappointment, which it took years to heal, he nobly seconded the effort
made in 1870 to induce t he State Const itutional Convention, then in
session, to provide in the new instrument for very liberal permanent
assistance to be given to t he great inst itution. Mr. f'ell grandly and
magnanimously took the lead in ihis effort through a memorial from
the Illinois State Teachers' Association to the convention, and he
thus nobly p roved that his early efforts in behalf of that institution
as well as in aid of Normal, were based as much on his desire fo r
general educational advancement as for his own pecuniary profit.
We ought to give a brief notice of Mr. Fell's efforts t o have this
s tat e adopt the Maine L iquor Law at the June election in 1855, and
we must not forget the remarkable steps he took in 1867 to perpetually
prevent the sale of liquo r in this town of Normal.
v\/e shall a lso find that there has been running through a ll of Mr.
Fcll's life efforts a never ending thread of elevated th o ught and action
in behalf of great public q uestions. He n ever forgot the poo r and
nee dy and by his wise advice and counsel he placed many a poor
man in the way of future comfort and competence. Some of these
were ex-slaves for whom he had a p eculia r sympathy, and he enter ed
heartily into plans for their future welfare. Noth ing appeared to
give him more pleasure than to witness the progress these once
dow n-trodden people began to make at o nce_ in their new environ ments, and to the very last he eagerly watched their advancement in
all parts of the nat ion. f'rom the very first he was active in his opposition to slavery, a nd gave most effective aid to the great cause of
freedom throug h his wonderful assistance in br inging Abraham Lincoln's abilities to t he notice of the people, both before and after 1858.
1-(e was enthusiastic in advocating Linco ln's nomination and election
to the presidency. It is a candid opinion o f good judges that no
single individual in the U nited States perfor med more important
service, everything co ns ide red, in bringing about the e lection of hi1n
wh o has proved to be the natio n's idol.
The statemen ts embodied in imperishable bronze upon t he tablet
dedicated here today are most admirably calculated to impress and
infonn future generations as to the most important characteristics of
this great man-this noble-hearted phi lanthropist-although it will
be almost impossible for th ose who never had the good fortune of his
personal acquaintance to realize the grandeur and great modesty o f
his character. It appears proper t o add that such was the simplicity
of the man that we may well bel ieve he never anticip ated he would
be deemed worthy of such public remembrance as has been man ifested today, or had auy idea or its possible occurrence.
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PRESENTATION O F MEMOR IAL GATEWAY TO TOWN OF
NORMAL
MRS. D. C. SMITH
As Presiden t of the \Vomcn's Improvement League of Normal, t he
pleasing t ask is mine t o present t o the Town o f Normal, through you,
its Mayor, the stone gateway just e r ected at the east entrance to this
campus in memory of J esse vV. Fell.
It is a tribute of love from his many friends far and near, who admired him while he was with them and who no w h onor his memory.
The bronze m edallion portrait upon o ne of th e main posts is a g ift
from the grandch ildr e n, a nd is dedicated by them with affection to the
g randfathe r wh o m they knew and loved.
The League is e xceedingly pleased to kn ow that the Town has authorize d you to present this gateway for perpetual preservation to the
Jllinois State Normal Un ive rsity, thus linking together t he Unive rsity
and t he T ow n in furth e r memory of h im who was the fri end and love,
of both.
The m e mbers of the League feel a sense of pride, pardonable I
trust , in the fact that they have been permitted to bear some humble
part in the e r ectio n of this memorial gateway, and they cherish t he
hope that in the years t o co me many who look upon it, and pause to
study the portrait and read the in scription it bears, _may he inspired
with Jesse W. Fell's rare public spirit and be m oved to wall< in
h is ways.

ACCEPTANCE FOR MEMORIAL GATEWAY FOR TOWN O F
NORMAL
0 . L . MANCHESTE R
M r. Chainnan, Madam .President of the \ 1Vome n's Improvement
Leag ue :
In behalf of t he Town of Normal I accept this g ift. While it is
primarily and fundamentally a m emorial to Jesse W . Fell, 1t will, in
a secondary and Jess important way stand as a testimony to th e good
will, the thoughtfulness, and the perseverance of the vVomen's Improve m e nt League.
By the T own Council of t he T own of Normal I am author ized
not o nly to accept this gateway but to g ive it away. Therefore, to
the Illinois State Normal U nive rsity, as represent ed by its Board of
Trustees and its President p resent here to day, I n ow pr esent this
memo rial. That the women have wished that th is transfer be made
in this way emphasizes the fact tha t they wish the most cordial and
he lpful relations to continue to exist between the school a nd the town.
May this beautiful memorial for generations and centuries to come
continue to stretch o u t its ample white arms in welcome to the young
men and women not o nly of r·ormal and McLean county but to th ose
o f the whole sta te of Illino is.

ACCEPTANCE FOR UNIVERSITY
ACCEPTANCE FOR PERPETUAL PRESERVATION
CHAS. L. CAPEN
The first Constitut.ion e ver written provided that rewards should be
co n fe rre d upo n public benefactors. \,Vhen such are bestowed by private liberality, and by affection, it is a coronation. l t has been well
said the g r eatest of p ublic benefact ors are the founders of such in~titutions as that apon whose g ro und we celebrate today. E very such
a one is but the s hadow of a great philanthropist who created it.
Illinois is b lest more than in all o ther mighty achievements in the
characte r of he r pioneers, whose pure souls wit h unflagg ing energy
established the foundations and set up the ideals of the high est civilizat ion. The g uide posts and land marks they handed down to us
were those o f education, progress and t he higher life t hat fo r all time
poi nt and illuminate the true path.
Never had any community bestowed upon it, o ne whose public and
private virtue, whose deeds a nd ach ievements w ere g reatf>r o·r more
lasting in good, than was and is Jesse vV. Fell- none o f whom the
saying o f Lamartine is truer t hat P rovide nce seems to deli<.rht at rare
intervals in bestowing upo n a community a great s piritual leader.
O f th e most modest of men, working always for othe rs and not for
himse lf, he never sought personal distinctio n. H e had much to do
in establishin g the common school system of the state; then with
wise fo resi_ght r ecognizing schools could not succeed w ell without
traine d teachers, he r endered yeoman service in having passed the
charter of o ur Normal School: but for his heroic and long-continued
labors, it w ould have been located elsewhere, and this village not have
been. He provided important surround ings, o ne being the curse of
the s aloon sh o uld not tempt the student; he pla nted many of the trees
on the campus with his own ha nds and at his own expense; at the
critical time in the panic of 1857 he, with one o r t wo oth e rs, saved t he
in stitution fro m its creditors; d urin g the after perio d of stress a nd
storm h e never hesitated to make any individual sacrifice, to devote
his time and wisdom for its good. The debt of g ratitude is no ne the
less if he builde d better t ha n he kn ew.
We owe it t o his character, as well as to o urselves, in this critical
time whe n such str o ng efforts arc being made t o d is card the ideals of
the past, and t o s ubstitute for t hem t hose so strong ly advocated in
cer tain quarters, that this beautiful gateway built by the loving hands
of the women of Normal, ancl by t hc-m give n, s ha ll stand as a perpetual
protest against the false and dangerous doctrine the acquisition of
wealth and the devotion of the chief e nergy and concern s ho uld he
that which has wrecked the principal n atio ns o f E uro pe, a nd, if accepted, cannot fai l t o produce a like r esult for us. The beautifu l
architecture is in itself an inspiration and culture t o every one who
passes through its portals, a nd teaches that we must depend mor e
than ever before upon the lessons of our schools and churches, that
the most important ambition should be for a broader a nd deepe r life
rather than for a more extravagan t living, and that love of country
is to be exh ibited in the uppe r and nobler spheres. Mr. Fell was of
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the Society of F riends, commonly called Quakers, whose every action
is controlled by the inner light, and was one of the t ruest of that denomination. It is justice to call him the height of Normal, as Scipio
was called the height of Rome.
It is my good fortune to accept with gratitude, in the name of the
State Board of Education this noble gift, and to promise in its name
it shall be sacredly cherished and preserved. The Board is on ly a
trustee, and acts for all the citizens of the state in memory of her
distinguished son ; for the residents of t his county and village who
are what th ey arc because he Jived and strove among them and still
lives and strives for the hundreds of students now fitt ing themselves
for the highest employment of life, and the thousands yet to co me.
This g ift is n ot limited t o the present generation, but is for posterity
as well; example and influence cannot die ; it will act something like
a miracle upon the hearts and minds of all.

EDITORIAL COMMENT
THE FELL MEMORIAL
l t would be difficult to overestimate the real significance of the
simple yet beautiful exercises that wer held on the campus on the
afternoon of June 5, 1916, in connection with the dedication of the
J esse VII. Fell Memorial Gateway. Mr. Fell had fin isht his life work
more than twenty-n ine years before, but the perspective that these
years had lent to the events of his life had servd but to bring their
meaning into bolder relief and to s how with greater vividness the
bredth of his vision and the sterling qualities of his character. What
to him in his life had hccn an inspiring v ision had now bccom.e a living

real ity whose value to the people of the state, the s implest observer
can appreciate. It is indeed a fortunate thing that the good women
of the Women's Improvement League of Normal caught the significance of Mr. Fell's li fe work and sought, throt:gh the aid of friends, to
bi ld an enduring monument of stone to his memory wh ich w it cat ch
the eye of every one of the thousands of students who, during the
years to come, wit seek training and inspirat ion in the institution he

helpt to found.
\ ,Vhile it is true, in a. sense, that what Mr. Fell did h ere on the
campus and in the community wit outliv the things that wer said on
this memorial day, it is nevertheless important that these thing-s
should be said. It is important that the history of this life, much of
which has hi therto r esided only in t he memories of the witnesses who
a ppear d on this program, shoul d be recorded in some more tangible
form. Fortunately, thru th e ai d of friends, the Quarterly is able to
print the entire program without making hevicr draft on the finances
o f the Alumni Association than is necessary for an ordinary number.

T hese extra pages ar a free gift to our readers. We trust that all wit
appreciate them.

ORDER YOUR QUARTERLY STOPT
'I/lie find it necessary to repeat that it is our policy to keep sending
the Quarterly to subscribers until t hey order it stopt. If you do
not get the Quarterly regularly, either we hav made some mista ke
i.n addressing your envelope, or you hav fai led to notify us of some
change o f address. We ar confident that we make very few such
mistakes, and yet we hav ample evidence that many of the numbers
that we put in the mails never reach t he persons addrcst. Since the
beginning very few subscribers hav order d the Quarterly stopt and
yet we hav lost many subscribers. The most discouraging feature of our
work in publishing the Quarterly is the almost impossible task of
keeping track of the wanderings of several hundred school teacher
subscribers. If yon do not care for the Quarterly longer, pay up your
back subscription fees an d order the paper stopt.

UNIVERSITY FOR THE QUARTER
The principal new feature of commencement week was the s ubstitution
of a commencement
Commencement speaker for the class
Address
speaker of former
years. The address
this year was g iven by Presiden t
Charles McKenny, of the Ypsilanti
Normal School. The subject of his
address was: "A Ph ilosophy to Live
By." Dr. McKenny is a clear, logical, an inspiring s peaker and every
one present seemd delig hted with his
address. ·
The address may be summarized by
quotin g the main propositions which
the speaker set up and supported by
argunient and illustration. These ar
as follows:
I. Thinking influences conduct. "As
a man thinket h, so he is." U nder this
hed the speaker brought out the fact
that education is an effor t to influe nce
conduct of people by directing their
think ing. He said that the schools
must lead people lo see and believ
that the human race is a unity that
falls o r rises together. He said that
we m ust also realize that we ar linked
with the past by heredity. Christianity and science hav not taken the fight
out of us.
We can not !iv to ourse lvs. We
must be world citizens not citizens of
a community or state me rely. International relations keep pr essing in on
us a nd modifying our destiny. Segregated vice in a city is the outgrowth
of a false philosophy.
2. The race is capable of indefinit
improvement.
Some people claim
that the race has in it the seeds of
decay, and attempt to prove this by
ancie1i't civilization and by extinct
forms of life. This, the speaker, said,

is a pessimistic philosophy. Instead
of this, t he speaker maintaind that
t he race, like the individual, has in its
own hands the choice between success
and failure. In this age of the world,
we hav the benefit of the ex perie nce
of the past history. We hav the benefits of the science and the spirit of
science. We hav t he benefits of
Christian ideals. The ancients h ad
none of these things. 'l'hru science
and history we should know how to
bild up the race and the ideals of
Chri_stianity should giv us the impulse to accomplis h it.
3. The method of the rise of the
race is the method of evolutio n. The
reformer often tries to raise the race
by evolution. V,,/e must kno w that
progress 1s necessarily slow.
4. Each of us must do his own part.
The history of religion, of science and
of nations ar all 1,istorics o f individual contributions. This law of individual increment applies to all individuals, however humble. Genius is
inherent in the h uman race and no
one can tell in what race or in w hat

school district a genius wil be born.
5. The world is full of problems.
No one can escape his prohlems, he
can o nly neglect to solv them. The
golden age is in front of the race, not
behind it.
"For the rain, it raineth every day."
This is the one text from Shakespear e
which
our
The
pageant unwittingly
Pageant
made most prominent. The committee in charge o f th e pageant had
wisely provided three days of the
week in which to hav two performances of the pageant, but they should

UNIVERSITY FOR THE QUARTER
hav provided a couple of weeks of
the kin d of weather we had. Tuesday and Wednesday, the clays fi rst
selected, wer impossible because of
torrents of r ain. Thursday was quite
as bad a nd every one came to co1111ncnccn1ent with rain coats a nd um-

brellas. The clouds of Friday kept
every one in suspense until a half
hour before the time for the performance to begin and then they burst
forth with a bolt of hail and rain.
Two or three hundred people h ad
come e rly and securd good seats on
the bleachers, and many of them sat

resulted in considerable money loss to
the committee.

\N"ork was begun on th e new women's dormitory about the first week
o f the s u m 111 e r
Tne N ew
school and at presBuilding
ent writing the cement foundation is
completed a nd the b rick layers ar b eg inning to erect the wals. It is
ho ped that the bilding wil be completed with in a year from the time of
starting a nd that it wi l be availa ble
for the r eceptions nex t comme nce-

in their places during this parting

ment time.

storm. At fi fteen minutes before five
o'clock the r ain ceast and a few
minutes after the hour, the e laborately pageant ers began wading thru

now

the wet grass, and the pageant was

on. Rain held the boards again on
Saturday and there was no chance to
repeat. An effort was made the next
week to repeat the perfo rmance for
the benefit of t he s u111mer school students, and after two postponements
was accomplish!.
\Ale can not attempt to giv any accou nt of the pageant it self except to
say that it was regarded by all, w ho
wer so

fo r tunate

as

to

brave the

storms of rain to see it, as a brilliant
success. It portray d the history of
the development of the drama from
t he beg inning up to the time of
S hakespeare in

a

very

vivid way.

Queen Elizabeth and h er courtiers
and Shakes peare h imself appearcl in
the closing episode just as the twilight began to thicken. This was an ·
imposing spectacle and stood out in
bold contrast w ith the s imple p lays
and dances that represe nted the
erlicr stages o f the d r ama.
About one thousand people, all
with appropriate costumes, took part
in the pageant. The e laborate pla ns,
together with the miserable wether,

3r

Another commencement

week

is

matter of history, and the J. S.
N . U. has 169 more
Commencement a lumni. Eighteen of
Week
these g r aduated fr om
th e Sen ior College
and so had been counted Normal
g raduates before. A ll the regular
a

even ts_. as reported in the 11ay num-

ber of the Quarte rly, wer carried o ut,
with the exception of t he Junior r e• ception to the Sen iors, and this was
cro wded off th e boards by other m ore
pressing events.
Rainy
weather
mnddled affairs conside rably by causin g repeated postponments of the
Shakespear ean pageant. It had been
pland t o l»l\' two performances of the
pageant during the week b ut dai ly
rains
ance,

permitted only o ne
and that between

performshowers.

P resi,ient Felm ley gave the baccalau reate address, using as h is s ubject:
"The New Pat riotism."

The summer school of 1916 is ano th er record breaker, 2276 studen ts
havin g attended the
The Summer
first term. Classes
School
overflowed all the
bildings on t he campns and occupied several r ooms in the
Pnblic School bilding across the
street. This is a g rowth of over 400
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students over last year's attendance.
More students came than wer expected and it was necessary to form
new classes and employ extr a teachers a fter the term began. We did not
hav auditorium r oom e nuf for all the
students to attend general exer cises
at one t ime so the pla n of havi ng half
the school attend one day and the
other half the next day had to be
adopted. It is our opinion that the
quality of the student body has improvd as we! as its quantity. Doutless the new cer tificating law is largely responsible fo r the increas in numbers, and it is a r easonable hypothesis that this same influence sho uld
bring about a n improveme nt in t he
q uality of the young people who seek
to en ter the teaching profession.
The wether was fine for the first
three weeks o f the term bu t hot dry
wether visited us during the latte r
part of the term an<I this probably had some influence.. on the num-

ber that remained for the second
term. Four h undred seventy had
registerd on the first day of the term, .
however, and this tcnn also surpast
any for mer secon d t erm in numbers

of students. More Senior Collegr.
courses
wer
offerd
this
summe r th an ever before and more former g raduates wer back than ever
before.
The summer entertainment course
of six numbers was as usual very s uccessful. The n umbers consisted of the
Entertainment
J unior play, the play
Course
by the Seniors of
the University H igh School, the
Summer Chorus, and three plays by
th e Coburn Players. The Coburn
Players gave Hamlet, The Rivals,
a nd The Yellow J acket. These players hav become almost a regular p art
o f the s umme r school and a g reat
many people in Bloom ing ton and

Normal attend the plays regula rly
e very year. The plays ar given on the
outdoor stage on the campus, and
this is an attraction for many people.
If the stage could hav been located
in some quiet corner o f the campus,

it would be much more of an attraction than it is, for the plays ar seriottsly interfered w ith by the frequen t
passage of street cars and trains on
the Chicago & Alton r oad.
Jt is a plesure to record the fact that
the 1916 "Index" is a real improven1cnt over ntany o f

The
I ndex

its prcdeces s o rs.
T he editor, VI' . Carl
Smith, a nd the business 111a 11agcr , J. Aaron Stnith, bo th
seniors in the Senior College, and
the ir assstants. scvcra1 of whotn wcr
also in the Senior College, hav really
dc111011str atcd some evidence of their

seniority in 111a11aging student enter-

prizes. About 600 copies wer sold,
and 110 deficit was left to harrass the
members of the class. Every 111ember of the faculty was finally, after
much t h reatening, forced to hav a
new picture taken. This task h ad
been undertaken by many 1ndex manage rs before, but th is is the first
time that it has really been accomplts ltt. Jn this numl·,c r of the lnde x
t he g raduates of the S<:nior College,
appear as a separate group for the
first time.
Mr. F. D . Barber, of the facu lty,
was ahsent from his work durin g the
first week of July,
attending the meetMr. Barb er
ing of the N . E. A.
at N . E . A.
in New York City.
He gave an address to the Science
department on some phase of science
organization in the secondary schools,
and was elected secretary of t he department. Jn t his position he w il h av
a large haud in shaping th e program
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of the departm1ent for next year, a nd

wether conditions that usually pre-

this ,vii hav a wide influence 011
science teaching in the country. Th is

vail durin g the summer make it diffi-

cult enuf for a student to attend to

honor, toget her w ith t he text book

the two or more majors, and they hav

on general science, of which Mr. Bar-

no great hankering after other enter-

ber is the principal author, wil help

tainments.

in making Normal more pron1ine11t 0 11

the map of science educr,tion than it
has been in the recent past.

The stunt show which was given by
the

different

student

orga11i zations

during

Stunt Show
Repeated

the

winter

evenings during the

term was
on

two

repeated
succcssiv

even ings during the first week of the
summer term. The show had been
greatly improvd since its first presentation and considerable more money
,vas spent for music, stage decora-

tions and the like, and it was supposed
that in two performances before the
large student body of the summer
school, it would net a nice sum of
money to be added to the students'
loan fund. On the contrary, the expenses wer ten dollars more t han the
income. It seems that an overdose o f
entertainments had been provided for
the summer school students. They
wer askt to buy tickets to the pageant, to the summer entertainment

course, to the stunt show, and to buy
season tickets to the summer literary
society. This, together with numerous fees for picnics at Miller Park,
dances, and a little money for n1ovies,

prove! too heavy a tax on the pocket
books of the summer students, and
they failed to accept all t he opportunities offerd them.
Perhaps another explanation of
this lies in the fact that most of the
summer students come here mainly
for what they get in the classes.
T hey come here for credits, which
mean renewals of certificates a nd in -

crease in

salary.

The

unfavorable

V,,,/c ar to hav fewer changes in the

faculty this year than usual, only fou r
members leaving at
Faculty
the end of the presChanges
e n t year. Mr. William Hine, who, for
the past year has been t eacher of
zoology, is to be succeded by Miss
Lillian Dole, '05. Miss D ole receivd
the Master's degree from the University of Illinois last June, having done
her major work in zoology. After
graduating at Nornlal, Miss Dole
taught science in the high school at
G ilman, lll., for several years a nd at
o ne or two other places. S he has
made a splendid record as a student
at the Un iversity and is exceptionally
wcl prepared for the work she wil do
in the Biology department.
Mr. George Cade, 'IO, who for the
past four years has been principal of
the Thomas Metcalf school, has r esignd a nd wil go to the University of
Chicago next year to study. Mr. Cade
expects to major in education and
prepare himself for a position in that
line in a Normal school. It is his intention to remain at the Un iversity
for two years and complete the work
for the Master's degree. His place
here is to be taken by Mr. T. J. \ii/iison, T . C. 1916. Mr. vVilson finish!
the work for his B. Ed. degree here
erly in the year and since has been
studying at the University of Chicago.
Miss Minerva C. Hall, who for the
past two years has been assistant in
the music department, has resignd to
accept a position as director of music
work in the schools of Topeka. Kansas. Miss Hall has been unusually
successful in her work h ere. She has
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had the absolu te confidence of every
one in the institution and has accomplish! wonders in o rchestra a nd ch oral
work. Her place is to be taken by
Miss Marion Wright, of Pottsdam. N .
Y., whe re she has h eld a position in
the Crane Institute of Music. She
,has had an exte nsiv specia l education
in mus ic and comes highly reco mmended.
Mr. Harvey T. 'Wh ite, of Carlinsville, has been selected as p rincipal of
the school at the Soldiers' O rphans'
Horne. This school is to be a part of
our tra ining school next year. Mr.
\.Yh ite has been a successful s uperintendent in different cities of the 5\ate
for several years. By attending sum mer schools a nd taking special examinalions he finis h! the work of the
Nor mal course here and graduated
with the class of 19 14. Miss Jane
Blackburn, T . C. ' 16, has been selected
as o ne of the critic teachers for the
school at the Orphans' Home.
Miss Frances Morehouse, who for
the past five years has been one of the
critic teachers in the University High
School, has been offerd a similar position in the School of Education at the
Univers ity of Minnesota. This posit ion is to be redy at the m,iddle of the
coming year, and if a su itable person
can be fo und to t ake up the work here
at that time, Miss Morehouse wil accept the position.
Mr. Lyon's resignation ·was 111entiond in t he May number of the
Quar terly.
The regular June meeting of the
board of education was held o n Wedof
comne1sday
Board
mencement week, as
Meeting
usual.
S ince the
St ate Legislature is
to 111eet n ext w inter, the important

business of the board was to determ in
on what should he askt for of the legislation body. It has been a sort of

unwritten Jaw of the legisla tme that
each of the normal schools of the state
should be allowd one bi lding every
other session of the legis lature. T his
system has not kept pace with the
needs at Nor mal and even tho o t11·
plant has g rown greatly during the
past t en years, our needs for space
hav greatly outgrown it, and we ar in
need of mo re school room. Co nsequent ly, the board has decided to ask
for bvo new bil dings n ext ti111c. O ne
o f these is to be a men's gymnasium,
and th e other is to be a science bilcling. Both bildin izs ar badly needed
now, and it is d iffi cult to sec how we
shal be able t o g et along wit hout them
if they ar not granted next winter.
Our one little gymnasium is entirely
inadequate to our needs with three
teachers o f physical trainini:: during
the regular year and an extra o ne or
two during the sun1n1cr .

The last t hree bildings we hav had
hav added comparatively little school
room. The Jv(anual Arts bilding is
taken up largely with the auditorium.
The Thomas M etcalf bildin g simply
made room for a n adequate lihrary
and gave us on ly a few more school
rooms, and the new woman's b ilding
no·w in progress of construction ,vil
not g iv us any school room. Notwithstan ding th is smal g rowth in roon1s

for classes, the manu al training, the
househo ld science, and the commercial de partments hav been added , and
many new courses and several new
teachers hav been added to other departments, and so we ar hard put to it
to fin d places to hold our classes. A
science b ilding which wil be wholly
available for classes wil greatly reliev this condition.
One oth er impor tant step which the
board of education took at this meet·ing was to vote to o rganize the faculty in to twenty-three depar tments.
Previously departments hav hardly existed in the institutio n. E ach teach er
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has been directly responsible to the
president, and there has naturally
grown up considerable lack of co-operation and correlation bet ween the
work of different courses, and a good
many similar difficulties hav resulted
from that system. It seems to us that
this is an important nl"ovement and
that it wil result in much g reater efficiency in many ways.
The I. S. N . U . deservs some credit
for the good organization of all departments of ath1. S. N . U .
letics and for the
large number of stuAthletics
dents taking part, if·
not for the winning of games and
championships. During the regular
year the campus is full of athletic
teams of all descriptions from those
composed of the stalwarts of the third
grade, up to the teams that represent
the institution in intercollegiate and
inter-high school contests.
On June 8 athletics held sway at
ge neral exercises, and the "N's" wer
awarded to successful athletes. The
follow in g is the list of men awar ded
the letter: Basketball: Courtright,
Ritter, Farrell,
J o nes, Thompson,
Hanson and Miller. Football: Perry, Courtrig ht, Farre ll, Boyer, Burns,
Ritter, Grubb, E. Burtis, R. Burtis,
Hanson, Fiedler,
and Vanneman.
Track : Hacker, Butler, Ritter, McB ride, Miller, Cox and Yeck. Baseball: \•Valke r, \,Viemers, Gillis, Farrell,
Muelle·r, Tice, Lcsscg, Guard, Jones
an d Com1i.
These men met after receiving their
le tte rs and e lected captains for the
different teams for next year, as follows : Hanson, basketball; J ones, football; Gillis, baseball, and Miller, track.
Tt seems not to be consistent with
other duties at Normal to develop
"great" athletes and winning teams,
and p r obably it is not n ecessary. It is
howe ver, necessary, or at least highly
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desirable, that a normal school should
hav facilities for training young men
in all the m aj or school sports. Athletics has come to be a reg ular part of
the work in high schools and it is just
as essen tial that this work be we!
managed as any other part of the
work of the school.
Mr. Merton J. Lyon, who for the
past live years has been assistant in
1nanual training and
Mr. L yon
coach of high school
to L a Crossc
athletics, has recently accepted the
po sitio n as hed of the department of
manual training in the Normal School
at LaCrosse, \,Visconsin. This normal school is the one of the state
especially emphasizing the manual
arts and, consequently, the hed of the
department of n1anual training is a
splendid position. Mr. Lyon resignd his position here erly in the
spring and has had a r ather long and
d iscouraging wait for a position, but,
as would be expected of him, he exhibtcd the qualities of a good "sport"
and waited without complaint until
the reward came.
Mrs. Harriette S pofford Hovey,
w ife of the first president of I. S. N.
G., General Charles
M rs. Hovey
E. Hovey, died at
Dead
Pasadena,
California, on J une 28, anC:
he r bocly was g iven formal burial by
the s id e of her clistinguisht husband
at the Arlington National Cemetery,
on A ugust 8. Memo rial exercises wer
held in her honor by m em be rs of t he
Gra nd Army of the Republic. Som~
o f the surviving veterans of Illino is
regiments took part in these exercises.

Ever since the time of the Civil
war Mrs. H ovey has been known t<,
many people as "Mother Hovey."
This is because of he r servises during t he war in caring for wo unded
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soldiers which her husband sent to
her from t he front. In later years,
too, she was "Mother Hovey" to a
group of young poets, who receivd
much inspiration and encourage111ent
from her at h e r home in Washington.
Most prominent among these was her
son, Richar d Hovey, author of the
Stine Song," and joint author with
Bliss Gar man of the "Songs of Vagabondia." Mrs. Hovey's life and work
is so wel known to all the o lder
alumni that it is needless to repeat
more of it here.
11

Mr. Verne R. McDougle, of Charleston, 111., has been e lected t o suecede Mr. Lyon in
our 1nanual training
Mr. Lyon's
department. He is
Successor
a graduate of the
Charlesto n high school, has attended
t he University of Illinois and the
James Mill ik in U niversity each one
year, antl this sumn1er is completing
the work for the degree o f bachelor
of arts in manual arts at the Un ivers ity of Wisconsin. He is unmar ried,
and 24 years of age.
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Class Reunion
The class of 1913 has adopted the
plan of holding annual reunions during commencement week. They held
t heir meeting this year in the Art
Rooms o f t he Manual Arts bilding on
Wednesday evening.
In previous
years they hav held picnics at Miller
Park in Bloomington. A large number of the members of the class was
p resent an d letters wer read from
many absent ones. This is t he only
class wh ich has attempted such a
thing, but we believ that other classe~
should follow suit. Perhaps it would
be better if some regular system o f
hold in g reunions should be adopted
by the alumni associat ion as a whole,
as is done in 1i1ost other institutions
Class o f 1916
The de mand for teachers has been
g reate r than usual this year. Most of
t he me,nbers of the class of 1916 hav
securd positions at better salaries
t han hav e ver before been paid. Follo wing is the list of the class, together
with their posit io ns for the coming
year, as fa r as The Quarte r ly has
been able to ascertain:
Lillian Anderson, B. Ed., s tude nt in
t he Univers\ty of Chicago.

Eunice Blackbrun, B . E d., student
in the University of Ch icago.
Jane Blackburn, B . Ed., cnltc
teacher, Training School, I. S. N . U .
Caroline Marie Boling, B. Ed., assistant principal, High School, DeLand, I ll.
Charl es H e nry Briggs, 13. Ed.
Catheri ne Bush, l:l. Ed., English in
Normal High School.
Constance Coen, B . Ed.
'Ella Dean, B. Ed .. teacher of physics and chemistry, Harrisburg T o wnship High School.
Thomas Lancaster, B. Ed., principal
Township High School, Donovan, Jll.
Ernest Lightbody, B. Ed., science
teacher, Weldon, TII.
Ge r trude Mayo, B. Ed.
Alberta Senton, B. Ed.
J o hn Aaro n Smit h, B. Ed., t eacher
of physics a nd ch e mistry, Urbana
High School.
vV. Carl Smith, B. Ed., student in
t he U nivers ity of Chicago.
Earl Stevens, B. Ed., superintendent High School, Rankin, Ill.
Marietta Stevenson, B. Ed.
George Wh ite, B . Ed., superintendent, Palistine, Ill.
Thomas J. Wilson, B. Ed., principal of Training School, I. S. N. U.
P o rtia A lexander.
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H e len Irene Anderson.
Geraldine A rcha m beault.
Pearl Augspurger, assistant principal, Cer r o Gordo, Ill.
M rs. Grace Badger.
Hazel E. Baird, his to ry a nd literature, Minie r, lit.

Margaret A. Balme r, Cadwell, Ill.
Cora E. Bennett.
Leta Rae Billings.
Arthur W. Boley, superinte nden t,
Cerro Gordo, Ill.
Bessie Boley, household sciences
a nd m us ic, Albion, 111.
F riedolin Brandenburge r, general
science a nd geography, Junior High
School, Decatur, Ill.
E dward J. Braun, principal, T owns hip High School, Murdock, Ill.
S hirley Bruce, first grade, Fairbury ,
Ill.
Forrest Bullock, Sllperintendenl,
Manhattan, 111.
(.,:dwin Burtis.
Helen Bush, in term ediate grades,
Danvers, 111.
Charles H. Bu tle r.
J oh n vV. Carrington, super intende nt, Manteno, I ll.
Dale A. Changno n.
E dna M . Changnon.
Natalie Chapma n.
Essie Dale Clark.
Mary Colg rove, fifth grade, M attoo n, I ll.
Verne D . Com p, principal High
School, l'lainfield, JI!.
Marie Cook, third an d fou rth
grades, Mackinaw, Ill.
Russe ll

Court ri ght,

comn1ercial

branches and ath letics, G ibson City,
Ill.
Carro ll D. Cox.
Irene Crosby, third g rade, Napervill e, l 11.
A lene Crosby.
Kathryn

Cummings,

third

grade,

St. Paul, Minn.
Nora Cusick, rura l school, Peoria
count y.
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Roy Deal.
Jessie Dean.
Mark D unca nson.
A nna E lizabeth Duvall.
Samue l E nsey.
Lewis Fearh iley.
R uth Felton, second grade, Paunee,
I ll.
Marguerite F ie lds, first grade, M omence, Ill.
F lora Fink, physical training and
geography, Jerseyville, I ll.
Carrie Fis he r, sixth g rade, Rivers ide, Ill.
Valeria V. Fost er, E ng lish, T owns hip High Schon!, Bellflower, lll.
Alma M. Freed.
Lydia M. F r ey, geogr a phy and
arithmetic., fifth, sixth a nd seve nth
g rades, Gridley, Ill.
Lela F unk.
Zoe Carlough, assistant in do mestic
science, High School, D anville, Tl!.
A lice Gasaway, E nglish, High
School, Gilma n, 111.
Harriett E . C ates.
Anna Gillespie.
M rs. S te lla Chism Goodheart, Engli sh, High School, Rushville, lllinois.
Lela Mae G r egg, second g ra de, Mattoon, I ll.
Nora In ez Gregg.
Ruth Guttery.
E lva Guy , primary and physical
t raining , D ecatur, ] II.
L. W. Hacker, superintendent, D urand, 111.
\ •V. R. Harrell, manual training, D ecatur, 111.
J osephine E. Hayes.
l renc M. Henry.
Marion E. Herriott, phys ics, biology a nd agriculture, H ig h School, Barry, TII.
Ma ry I. H ey.
Ida B. V~rn H ieronymu s, E nglish,
history and Germ:an, High School.
Murdock, l 11.
Ccrtru<le Hogan.
~orma Hogue.
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Mabel D . Hollis, domestic science,
Saybrook, Ill.
Parker Hol mes, agriculture and
science, Rutland, Ill.
Julia Hudak, garden wo rk, J oliet,
lll.
Bertha Hueni, g rade work, T owa nda, Ill.
H elen Ibbotson, second g rade and
music, Genoa, Ill.
Euris Jackson.
Vera ]innings, grade work, Secor,
111.
Esther Johnson, assistant principal,
High School, E llis, Ill.
Grover E . Johnson, manual training,

Naperville, Ill.
Joseph M. J oh n son, principal, F ,Jrrest, Ill.
Waldo T. J ohnson, principal, H igh
School, Wenona, , Ill.
Leona Kamm.
Marian M. Johnso n, assistant principal, High School, Gifford, Ill.
Prudence Kelley, second grade, Pekin, lll.
Katherine F . K elly.

Grace L. Moberly, second grade,
Naperville, Ill.
Irene

~ifontgo 1nery,

departn1ent

work, Morris, 111.
Della S. Moore.
Verna E . Mueller, a rithmetic and
history, upper grades, LeRoy, 111.
Harrr E . Musick, principal High
School, High School, Mt. Pulaski, Ill.
Opal A. Neal.
Ver! Mary N ico l, seventh g rade, Mt.
Pulaski, Ill.
~farion N iehart.

Halvern Lamar Norris.
Alta Orendorff, n ormal tra1111ng
in High School, Hus ton, Minnesota.
Elccta O'Neil.
Mabel E . Ost, histo ry and Engli,!1,
High School, Cabery, lll.
Gladys Parks, fourth grade, Lexington, Ill.

Cecil D. Parsons, assistant princi-

pal, High Sch ool, Sparland, Ill.
Ruth Scott Peck.
Frances E lizabeth Peters,
school, M t. Pulaski, Ill.
Marian Esther Pettit.

rural

Lide Kershner, t hird g rade, Fair-

i ,finnie 1,f ac P ierce, first primary,

bury, Ill.
Raymond M . Kette ring .
Mabel Anne K ing .
Agnes Leever, seventh grade, P e kin,
11!.
M. Magdelene L udwig, s ix th and
seventh g rades, Freeport, Ill.
Mildred F . Lundeen, mathematics,
High School, Abington, Ill.
O r ville T . McCord.
Mabel N. Macy.
Miriam Mancheste r, E nglis h, L atin

[lliopo lis, lll.
J ane Ruth P lace.
Katherine Potts, music and draw-

and German, High Sch ool, Argenta,

111.
L ydia Mann.
E lverta Marriott, first and second
grades, T o lono, Ill.
Marie Elsie Marshall, rural school,
Peot one, lll.
LaVerne Means, assistant principal,

Cullum, Ill.
E mily P. Miller.

ing, Villa G rove, Ill.
Dwight Ramsay, ward prin cipal, De-

catur, Ill.
Phyllis lbycraft.
N <'llic

R . .!itz.

mathcmalics,

High

School, vVash burn, I ll.
Effie I.,;. Reyno lds, domestic scie nce,
S tocklan d, Ill.
Mar y Robbins.
Helen R. Roe, township Hig h
School, Granville, Jll.
Gladys Sch labach, fi rst and second
grades, Chatsworth, Ill.
Oscar P . Schneider.
Coina M. Scott.
Mary Ina Seed, departme nt work,
Cicero, Ill.
Hazel Pea rl Seitz, fift h g rade, Pekin, 111.
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May S herden.
Helen Sherard, mathem;,tics, High
School, Murdock, Ill.
Lucile Shipley, third g rade, Maroa,
Ill.
Daniel Shirck.
Fannie E. Showers.
Josephine Simpkins.
Robert S. Smith, superintendc11t,
High School, Argenta, Ill.
\l\' inifred Vera Smith, music a11d
E ng lish, High School, Mason City,
111.
Marie E. S to ltze, rural school, Danvers, TI I.
Tnna /\. Stracks, dom'e stic scie nce
a nd music, Clovis, New MexicO.

James Oscar Sturdivant.
Ada C. Swaim, seventh and eighth
g rad es. :A1[ackinaw, ] 11.

N iza Ethel Swirkard.
\' crneil Swigart.
N ina

Niarie 'l'appe ,

hand

work,

County H ome for Convalescent Children, \.Yest Chicag0. 111.
Maude Ter rell, first, s~cond and
th ird g rades, /\lien School, Pekin, lll.
Rhue Thomas.
Harold I. Tice, s uperintendent, \.Yenona, I ll.
Emma Trainer, first and second
g rades, DeLand, !II.
Edgar

Vanneman,

com111crcia1

branches and ath letics, E IPaso, JI!.
Agnes M. ·whalcn.
Esther \Viech ert, grades, Belleville,
Ill.
Frank R. Wilde.
Mary A lice Wooston.
Leanora A . \.Yolk.
Raymond D. Yeck, assistant in n1an-

11al training, Aurora, Ill.

Alumni Dinner
The alumni dinner, held o n Th ursday o f commencement week, was an
unusually pleasant
occasion th is
year. Owing to the fact that the
Shakes pearean pageant had usurped
a ll available space 011 t he campus, t he
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dinner was held in the gymn asium of
the public school bilding. Two hundred a nd fifty plates wer laid and
g raduates from s o me of th e erly
classes down to 1916 wer p resent.
Speeches wer made between t he
courses by Hon. Charl es L. Capen.
M. R. Staker, Jane Blackburn, and
President Felmley and
P r esident
Charles R. McKenney wer cald o n as
extra numbers at the close.

Officers for next year yere elected
as follows : President, T . J. \.Yilson,
T. C. 1916; secretar y, Annetta B.
Cooper, T. C. 19 11; m ember of executiv committee, M. R. Staker, T. C.
The vice-president, Eunic~
1914.
B lackburn, T. C. 1916, and the tresurcr, F . D. Barber, '94, held over
from last year.

Alumni Notes
Jessie Suhm, 'JS, wil teach at Hepner. Oregon, the com ing year.

Margaret McCune wil be principal
of t he A t lanta _h ig h school next year.
Gle n Griggs, ' I I, wil be principal of
the high school at Pittsfi eld, Ill., the
coming year.
A nna Stansbury wil be in ch arge of
the biology department in the towns hip high school at Onarga the coming
year.

Mason E. Knapp, '94, g raduated
from the Colorado Agricult ural College in June, taking t he deg ree of
Bachelor of Science in An imal Husban<lry.
C. \Ill. Whitten has res ig nd his pos i'tion as Professor of Physical Science
:n the Northern Illinois Normal
School at DeKalb to accept the position o f principal o f the DeKalb Township High School.
Mildred Felm ley has been e lected
principal o f the Normal Public School
for the coming year. S he t ook her R.
E d. degree here in 1914 a nd since has
been teaching in t he Paxton, I llinois ,
h igh school.
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Roy Schofield, '16, who has been a
student in the Teache rs College he re
during the past year, wit be superintende nt at Heyworth next year. This
position has been fild the past two
years by Lcono rlus Harr, '14, who, in
turn, wil enter the Teac hers College
the co m ing year.
MARRIAGES

Hedden-Gould
Miss Inez Hed den, '09, was marrie<l
e rly in J uly t o Professor Chester M.
Could, professor o f literature and
lan guages at the Univers ity of Ch icago. While a s tude nt at the U nivcr..
sity Miss H ed den was very pr ominent in debating and other platform exercises, bein g a 111e mhe r of o ne of our
winning debating team s with o ther
normal schools.
S in ce g raduatio u
here she taught at the J o hn Swauey
Consolidated school at McNabb, at
Tucson, Arizona, and in 19 13 s he
graduated from the U niversity of Chicago.
Deths
Bruce Bright, '03, died at his h ome
in No rmal during the latte r part of
July, after a linge ring illness of about
three years. He was a gr aduate o f
the Normal high school, o f the I. S. N .
U ., and of the Vlesleyan Law School
During recent years he was engaged
with his father a nd brother in the
fruit and vegetable business and
seemd to be very successful. He lea vs
a wife and four children.
Those who w e r studen ts h e re twe nty-five years ago wit te rn with reg ret
of the deth of David Law. D ave was
the one man in Normal and B loom ingt on outside of the school with which
every student was acqua inted. He was
driver of th e mule-propeld street car
which connecte d Normal with Bloomin gton. Mo reover, Dave was a friend
of e very student excepting possibly,

the boys obliged to stand upon the
· front platform on theate r ni ghts and

refused to pay their far e if Dave a llowed the mules to splash mud upon
their best clothes. Dave Law died al
a ripe old ag-e last March at his home
in Bloomington.

Dr. Arthur Clcvelaud Cotto n, '69,
dean of t he specia lists o f children's
diseases in Ch icago, died July 12 oi
h art tro11blc, a t his home, 3218 \,Vest
Jackson Boulevard.
Dr. Cotton was 69 years old. He
was born in Griggsville. P ike county,
lit., and was graduated from th e Ill inois S'tate Normal University in 1869.
D uring the Civil war he servd as
druntmer boy in Company F, 137th
Illinois volunteer .infantry. Afte r the
war he resumed his studies and took
up medical work at Rush Me dica l
College, fro m wl,ich h e was g raduated in 1878.
Dr. Cotton held the position o f professor of children's diseases in Rush
Medical College and was attending
physician at the contagious disease

hospital. He was a former president
of the lllinoi s State Medical Society.
Chicago Medical Society and t he Chicago Medical Examiners' Association.
He was the autho r o f a number o f
ntedical books, includ ing several on
childre n's diseases. Because of his
knowledge of the diseases of childre n,
the Chicago E xaminer last A pril
placed Dr. Cotton at the heel of a
Baby Department conducted in its
columns. T he purpose o f the depa rt ..
men t is to "save t he babies" by giving
cou nsel to young and w orried mothers
in t he care of their c hildren. Dr. Cot..
ton was selected as the m ost exper ·
ienced authority in the city on the
care of very youn g children.
The widow, Mrs. Nettie U . McDonald Cott on, and t wo children, Mildre,J
Cleveland Cotton and J ohn R owell
Cotton, survive.

